Journal Website

Article history:

Received 31 March 2024
Revised 20 May 2024
Accepted 07 June 2024
Published online 22 July 2024

Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s

! St N

uv.vuu//';é/t'

Culture and History

Volume 3, Issue 2, pp 32-57

Comparative Analysis of Public Good from the Perspective of Ayatollah

Mesbah Yazdi and Stuart Mill

Morteza. Sakhravil®, Rasoul. Berjisian®“@, Hamed. Ameri-Golestani®

! Doctoral Student in Political Science, Department of Political Science, Khorasgan (Isfahan) Branch, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran
2 Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Teachings, Farhangian University, Isfahan, Iran
3 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz, Iran

* Corresponding author email address: rslberjisian@cfu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Original Research

How to cite this article:

Sakhravi, M., Berjisian, R., & Ameri-
Golestani, H. (2024). Comparative
Analysis of Public Good from the
Perspective of Ayatollah Mesbah
Yazdi and Stuart Mill. Journal of
Social-Political Studies of Iran’s
Culture and History, 3(2), 32-57.

© 2024 the authors. Published by Iran-
Mehr: The Institute for Social Study
and Research. This is an open access
article under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC
BY-NC 4.0) License.

CrossMark

The public good is a topic that has been extensively addressed throughout the
history of political philosophy. Aristotle uses the idea of the "public good™" as
the basis for his distinction between "right" constitutions, which lead to the
common benefit, and "wrong" constitutions, which benefit the rulers. The
utilitarian thinker, Stuart Mill, believes that the most important public good is
the act or rule of action. He considers the public good acceptable only if it leads
to the dominance of good over evil in the world at least as much as any other
option. Therefore, the criterion for evaluating any action is the increase or
decrease in the level of happiness and satisfaction of society. In Islamic
thought, from the perspective of Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, the key to
understanding the public good is the evaluation of human actions. He believes
that before understanding the public good, one must have an understanding of
the types of pleasure and their relationship to interests. A person can reach an
understanding of the public good if they comprehend the source of moral
goodness and badness and if their intellect can discern the difference between
benefit and harm, seeking the public good without mixing it with harm and not
merely judging with the aim of achieving material and worldly benefits. This
article uses a comparative analytical method to examine the views of these two
thinkers.

Keywords: public good, pleasure, harm, interest, Mesbah, Stuart Mill.



https://journalspsich.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0728-1656
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7296-5579
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Sakhravi et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History 3:2 (2024) 32-57
EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Mill's utilitarian philosophy posits that the public good is synonymous with actions or rules that
maximize happiness and minimize suffering. For Mill, an action is morally acceptable if it produces as
much or more happiness and satisfaction for society as any alternative action. This utilitarian approach
underscores the importance of consequences, emphasizing that the ethical value of an action is determined
by its contribution to overall societal well-being.

In contrast, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi's perspective is deeply rooted in Islamic thought, which
necessitates a comprehensive understanding of human actions and their moral implications. Yazdi argues
that to discern the public good, one must first understand the types of pleasure and their relationships to
interests. This understanding is not merely about seeking material benefits but involves discerning the
moral goodness or badness of actions, seeking to benefit without harm (Misbah Yazdi, 2014).

The comparative analysis in this study highlights fundamental differences and some convergences
between these two philosophies. Both Mill and Yazdi agree on the importance of happiness and ethical
conduct in achieving the public good. However, Mill's focus is more on the collective happiness derived
from individual actions, while Yazdi emphasizes a holistic approach, integrating material and spiritual
well-being (Misbah Yazdi, 2014). This holistic approach considers the ultimate goal of human actions as
achieving moral and spiritual perfection, which is central to Islamic teachings.

Mill's utilitarian framework is built on the principle that actions should aim to achieve the greatest
happiness for the greatest number. This principle not only applies to individual actions but also extends to
social and political institutions, which should be structured to promote the overall happiness of society
(Reisch, 2018). Mill’s philosophy suggests that ethical decisions should be guided by the outcomes they
produce, thus placing significant weight on empirical and measurable benefits.

Conversely, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi critiques this empirical approach, suggesting that it lacks a
deeper moral and spiritual dimension. Yazdi’s philosophy incorporates a theological aspect, where the
public good is aligned with divine will and ethical principles derived from Islamic teachings. He argues
that true happiness and the public good cannot be achieved solely through material gains but must include
spiritual and moral dimensions that guide human actions toward ultimate perfection (Misbah Yazdi, 2022).

The implications of these differing views are profound in policy-making and governance. Mill’s
utilitarianism can lead to policies aimed at maximizing economic and social welfare, often measured in
quantifiable terms such as GDP or happiness indices. In contrast, Yazdi's approach would advocate for
policies that not only aim at material prosperity but also ensure moral and spiritual development, thus
fostering a more balanced and holistic form of societal progress (Mohammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi, 2013).

In conclusion, while both John Stuart Mill and Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi provide valuable
frameworks for understanding the public good, their approaches reflect their distinct philosophical and
cultural backgrounds. Mill’s utilitarianism offers a pragmatic approach to ethics centered on happiness
and material well-being, suitable for modern secular societies. In contrast, Yazdi’s perspective brings a
spiritual and moral depth to the discourse on public good, emphasizing the integration of ethical and
spiritual growth with material prosperity, reflective of Islamic philosophical traditions. This comparative
analysis underscores the importance of context and foundational beliefs in shaping our understanding of
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the public good and highlights the need for inclusive and comprehensive approaches in public policy and
ethical deliberations.
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