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The aim of this study was to examine the consequences of Afghan immigrants'
acculturation and deculturation on Iran's political-social security. A mixed-method
(qualitative-quantitative) approach was chosen for the research. The qualitative
part of the study was conducted through semi-structured in-depth interviews with
15 experts from organizational and academic sectors, using purposive sampling.
In the quantitative section, a sample size of 384 individuals was determined based
on Cochran's formula. Data collection tools included interviews in the qualitative
phase and a questionnaire based on the research model, containing 194 items on a
5-point Likert scale in the quantitative phase. The data analysis method was
grounded theory in the qualitative section and partial least squares (PLS) in the
guantitative section. The findings indicated that, in the qualitative section, after
three stages of open, axial, and selective coding, the research model was presented
with six main categories and 40 subcategories. Quantitative results showed that
causal conditions influenced the central category, while intervening conditions,
contextual conditions, and the central category impacted strategies. Additionally,
strategies affected the outcomes of Afghan immigrants' acculturation and
deculturation. Finally, Afghan immigrants' acculturation and deculturation,
influenced by causal conditions, contextual conditions, intervening conditions, and
actions and interactions, resulted in outcomes including effects on population
balance and resources, pressure on the social system and public services, impacts
on the labor market, effects on border security, political security weaknesses,
cultural conflicts, pressure on infrastructure, unexpected impacts on national
economic development, national security threats, social tensions, and negative
interactions.

Keywords: Acculturation, Deculturation, Mixed-Methods Approach, Grounded
Theory, Structural Equation Modeling
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Afghan migration to Iran, largely prompted by historical, geographical, and socio-political factors,
has created complex dynamics between Afghan immigrants and Iranian society. Migration from
Afghanistan to Iran accelerated after the Soviet invasion, with Afghan migrants seeking refuge in Iran due
to instability and conflict in their homeland (Ashrafi, 2019). Approximately three million Afghans currently
reside in Iran, with varying legal statuses, which influences their integration into Iranian society (Aman,
2020). Afghan immigrants contribute to Iran’s labor force but also present socio-political challenges, as
some immigrants experience difficulties assimilating due to cultural and legal barriers. Kristen and
Sethares (2023) note that cultural assimilation often affects both immigrants and host communities,
influencing perceptions and relationships (Kristen & Sethares, 2023). Additionally, Afghan migration to
Iran is closely tied to Iran’s socio-political security, as Iranian authorities must address issues of illegal
immigration, employment competition, and potential cultural conflicts (Hisham & Abu-Rayya, 2021). This
study aims to examine the impacts of acculturation and deculturation among Afghan migrants on Iran’s
socio-political security.

Methods and Materials

This study employed a mixed-methods approach. The qualitative portion involved semi-structured
interviews with 15 organizational and academic experts selected through purposive sampling, while the
quantitative section included a survey administered to a sample of 384 individuals. The questionnaire,
based on the study’s conceptual model, contained 194 items rated on a 5-point Likert scale. The data
analysis combined grounded theory in the qualitative phase and Partial Least Squares (PLS) modeling in
the quantitative phase. In the qualitative analysis, open, axial, and selective coding was conducted to
develop six main categories and 40 subcategories. The quantitative analysis examined relationships
between causal, contextual, and intervening conditions, strategies, and outcomes related to Afghan
immigrants' acculturation and deculturation.

Findings

The study’s qualitative analysis identified six major categories related to Afghan immigrants’
acculturation and deculturation: socio-economic status, migration policies, cultural differences, education
level, social interactions, and host country policies. Data analysis revealed that factors such as economic
hardship among Afghan migrants, cultural disparities, and restrictive migration policies significantly
influence migrants’ sense of belonging and their acculturation or deculturation tendencies. Additionally,
contextual and intervening conditions such as shared borders and socio-political instability in Afghanistan
contribute to migration patterns and affect the host country’s strategies for managing immigrant
populations.

Path analysis using structural equation modeling (SEM) revealed robust relationships among the
variables, supporting the influence of economic status, migration policies, and educational access on
acculturation outcomes. Specifically, economic status demonstrated a path coefficient of 0.36 to cultural
integration, indicating that financial stability significantly promotes acculturation among Afghan
immigrants. Migration policies held a strong negative influence with a path coefficient of -0.47 on
integration, showing that restrictive policies limit Afghan immigrants' acculturation efforts. Meanwhile,
educational access exhibited a path coefficient of 0.42 on social interactions, indicating that education
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encourages positive engagement with the host society. Additionally, social interactions showed a path
coefficient of 0.38 toward cultural adaptation, highlighting that increased social engagement correlates
with successful cultural integration. Collectively, these factors accounted for 83% of the variation in
acculturation outcomes, underscoring the critical role of economic, policy, and social factors in shaping
Afghan immigrants' experiences in Iran.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study underscores the multifaceted impact of Afghan immigrants’ acculturation and
deculturation on Iran’s socio-political environment. Afghan immigrants’ experiences are shaped by both
Iran’s immigration policies and cultural acceptance levels, which either facilitate or hinder integration.
The phenomenon of acculturation, defined as adopting and integrating the host country’s cultural
practices, positively correlates with stability, as immigrants who adapt to the Iranian culture experience
reduced socio-political tension. Conversely, deculturation—rejection of the host culture—can foster
isolation, leading to cultural conflicts and security challenges, especially in communities with substantial
Afghan populations.

The study suggests that migration policies accommodating cultural diversity, supportive legal
frameworks, and intercultural education programs could alleviate some of the socio-political pressures
associated with Afghan migration. Policies promoting cultural exchange and understanding may help
bridge divides and foster cohesion, potentially reducing crime and social conflict while enhancing public
safety and economic stability.
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