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Elections are considered one of the important pillars of the formation of
political structure in democratic systems. This article seeks to investigate
election strategies in the higher-level documents of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. In this research, documentary method has been used. The study
population in this research is the Vision Document of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the 2025 horizon, the Fifth and Sixth Development Plans, the
Constitution, and the policies communicated by the Supreme Leader. In this
research, critical discourse analysis has been used to analyze the data. The
results of the research showed that elections have a special place in the higher-
level documents. The higher-level documents revealed some of the existing
harms in holding elections in the country.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This article delves into the significance of elections within the political system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, examining their position within higher-level documents such as the Constitution, the
Vision Document for 2025, the Five-Year Development Plans, and the Supreme Leader's directives. The
article argues that elections are not merely procedural events but reflect fundamental values and strategic
objectives of the Iranian state. It utilizes critical discourse analysis and a documentary research method to
analyze these documents and understand the role and challenges associated with elections in Iran. The
research seeks to answer key questions regarding the position of election policymaking in these
documents, the inherent value attributed to elections, and the existing challenges in achieving the stated
goals and missions related to elections.

The introduction establishes the importance of elections as a key avenue for public participation
in shaping a nation's destiny (Sadeghi Joge, 2018). It connects electoral behavior to broader socio-economic
and cultural factors within a society (Imam-Jom'ehzadeh et al., 2013). Active and widespread participation
is seen as a source of national strength domestically and international legitimacy. The Islamic Republic of
Iran, since its inception, has emphasized free elections and universal suffrage (Soltaniyan & Shamsi, 2016).
This commitment to popular participation is a defining characteristic of the system. The article also
highlights the importance of national planning in developed societies (Broujerdi, 2015). In Iran, these plans,
approved by relevant authorities, become higher-level documents that guide various sectors. These
documents are policy-oriented and serve as roadmaps for national development. Analyzing these
documents in the context of elections provides a basis for identifying potential shortcomings and offering
solutions for improving electoral management. The research focuses on the Vision Document for 2025
and the Fifth and Sixth Development Plans, along with the Constitution and the Supreme Leader's
directives. The article concludes the introduction by stating its research questions, focusing on the
position, value, and challenges associated with elections in the examined documents.

The article then presents a literature review, summarizing several research works related to
elections in Iran. These studies cover a range of topics, including political campaign strategies (Fazl-zadeh
et al., 2018), effective election monitoring (Khosravi & Hosseini Sadrabadi, 2017), the history of electoral
laws in Iran (Soltaniyan & Shamsi, 2016), multi-layered analysis of elections (Nariman & Azizi, 2016),
election management (Gheisari et al., 2015), the legal framework of elections (Ali Pour, 2015), the
operationalization of higher-level documents (Banafi & Norouzi, 2013), legal oversight of elections
(Taghizadeh, 2017), and critiques of electoral law (Gorji Azandriani, 2010). This review highlights the
multifaceted nature of electoral research and demonstrates the ongoing scholarly interest in improving the
electoral process in Iran. The article then provides definitions for key terms: policymaking, defined as
government decisions implemented as regulations and policies affecting citizens; elections, described as
a formal decision-making process where people choose representatives (Farrel, 2011); and higher-level
documents, defined as legally binding documents approved by the highest legislative authorities, guiding
long-term national planning (Norouzyan, 2012). It also clarifies that program laws are designed to achieve
the goals of these higher-level documents (Broujerdi, 2015). The research methodology is defined as critical
discourse analysis, employing a descriptive, documentary approach with qualitative content analysis. Data
collection involves library and documentary research, including books, articles, and theses. The analysis
uses a comparative content analysis technique, categorizing data related to elections, studying and
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analyzing relevant documents, identifying election-related goals and missions, coding extracted
statements, and finally processing and interpreting the data.

The article then examines the place of elections within specific documents, starting with the
General Election Policies announced by the Supreme Leader in 2016. These policies address various
aspects of elections, including transparency in campaign financing, preventing foreign interference,
establishing clear criteria for candidates, utilizing modern technologies in vote counting, and prohibiting
disruptive campaign tactics. The emphasis on safeguarding public votes as a "right of the people” and
prohibiting military involvement in elections are significant points. The policies also address the need for
written explanations for disqualifications and election annulments, and emphasize impartiality of election
officials. The article critiques the process of formulating these policies, suggesting a need for better
collaboration between the Supreme Leader's office and the Expediency Discernment Council. It also
criticizes the lack of attention to political parties and the absence of robust enforcement mechanisms. The
article then analyzes the Vision Document for 2025, which outlines Iran's long-term strategic goals. The
document addresses six strategic challenges, including Iran's transition to development, the preservation
of the Islamic Republic, the continuation of the Islamic Revolution, Iran's interaction with globalization,
its stance on American hegemony, and the awakening of Muslims globally. The document envisions Iran
as a developed nation, a regional leader, an inspiration for Muslims, and a contributor to global stability.
The article argues that the Vision Document's goals, such as achieving regional scientific and economic
leadership and promoting religious democracy, are intrinsically linked to public participation through
elections.

Finally, the article analyzes the Fifth Development Plan (2010-2015), which emphasizes public
participation in political, social, economic, and cultural spheres, and the protection of fundamental rights.
It also examines lIranian electoral laws, including the Presidential Election Law, the Parliamentary
Election Law, and the Assembly of Experts Election Law. These laws are analyzed through an ethical
lens, identifying the values they promote, such as honesty, fairness, transparency, accountability, and
adherence to Islamic principles. The analysis shows a strong emphasis on ethical conduct in all aspects of
the electoral process, from campaigning to vote counting. The laws also promote values like knowledge,
wisdom, obedience, and self-restraint. The article concludes that the values promoted in these laws are
consistent with the values derived from the Constitution, with even greater emphasis and repetition.
Beyond the values present in the Constitution, these laws promote additional values such as forgiveness,
integrity, courage, respecting others, and avoiding slander and defamation. The study concludes that the
values derived from the legal framework of elections in Iran reflect the ideal human characteristics as
defined within the Islamic intellectual tradition and aim to promote rationality and ethical conduct in
political competition.
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