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With the continuous advancements in the fields of architecture and
urbanization, the old fabrics of cities have undergone significant changes. New
urbanization in many Iranian cities, including Khoy, has had notable effects on
their old and historical fabrics. These effects encompass physical, social, and
cultural changes. Concerning Khoy city and its historical market, new
urbanization measures have posed challenges in preserving its historical and
cultural identity. The rapid expansion of the city and the establishment of new
infrastructures around the historical fabric have exerted substantial pressure on
the market and the old fabric. In this context, new constructions, changes in
land use types, and alterations in urban transportation routes have had
significant impacts on the appearance and functionality of Khoy Market. These
changes have, in some cases, resulted in damage to historical buildings and
created social gaps between old and new residents. Additionally, the increase
in vehicle traffic and the expansion of commercial activities in adjacent areas
have diminished tourism attractiveness and disrupted the traditional
functioning of the market. This article employs a library method and, in some
instances, field study to examine these developments and impacts, emphasizing
the importance of integrating modern urbanization with the preservation of
historical artifacts and indigenous culture in the urban development process. In
recent decades, new urbanization and urban developments have had significant
effects on this fabric. This article explores these impacts and new urbanization
measures in Khoy.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The development of cities and residential areas has been driven by fundamental motivations for
inhabitants, encompassing political, social, cultural, and commercial aspirations. Over the centuries, urban
areas have experienced numerous cycles of growth and decline, significantly altering their original
structures and evolving into their present forms. Khoy, a city with a rich historical legacy, exemplifies this
transformation. The city's ancient layout and historical landmarks have been profoundly influenced by
political, economic, and cultural changes (Riyahi, 1993). This study seeks to address critical questions
regarding the impact of modern urbanization efforts on Khoy's urban fabric, particularly focusing on the
Khoy Market. Additionally, it explores the market's role not only as the economic heartbeat of the city but
also as a pivotal element in its urban structure and socio-political dynamics.

Modern urbanization in Iran, including in Khoy, has introduced significant physical, social, and
cultural changes to historical urban fabrics. Sustainable urban development, a cornerstone of
contemporary urban planning, emphasizes balancing economic growth with the preservation of cultural
and historical heritage (Kasravi, 1976). In the context of Khoy, this balance has been challenging to achieve.
Preservation of cultural heritage and historical structures is crucial, yet the rapid expansion and
infrastructural developments around Khoy's historic areas have exerted considerable pressure on these
environments. Theoretical frameworks in sustainable urban development and heritage conservation
provide a lens through which to examine these changes, highlighting the need for integrated planning that
respects both modern needs and historical preservation (Mashhadizadeh Dehaghani, 1994).

Khoy's historical significance is deeply intertwined with its strategic location along the Silk Road,
facilitating extensive commercial and cultural exchanges between the East and West (Afshar Sistani,
1990). Throughout history, Khoy has been a nexus of various empires and trade routes, which have shaped
its economic and social structures. The city's market, a central hub for trade and social interaction, has
historically reflected the city's prosperity and cultural diversity. However, Khoy's strategic importance
also made it susceptible to invasions and natural disasters, repeatedly altering its urban landscape (lbn
Khurdadhbih, 1997). The intricate relationship between Khoy's historical developments and its urban fabric
underscores the complexities involved in modern urban planning within such a context.

In the past five decades, Khoy has undergone significant population growth and urban expansion,
paralleling national trends in urbanization (Oliya Celebi, 2010). The population of Khoy increased from
34,491 in 1956 to 182,818 in 2006, reflecting a natural growth rate of approximately 4.5%. This
demographic surge, coupled with migration, has intensified the demand for housing and infrastructure,
leading to extensive urban development. The implementation of modern urbanization measures,
particularly during the Pahlavi era, introduced new architectural styles and urban planning principles that
often conflicted with the existing historical structures. The expansion efforts, including the widening of
streets and construction of new buildings, have disrupted the continuity of Khoy's traditional urban fabric,
resulting in both physical and social fragmentation (Kasravi, 1976).

The Khoy Market, historically a vibrant center of economic and social activity, has experienced
profound changes due to modern urbanization. Initially a bustling center for diverse commercial activities,
the market's structure and functionality have been compromised by urban development projects. The
construction of new streets and commercial complexes has led to the fragmentation of traditional market
sections, such as specialized guilds and trading areas. This physical separation has weakened the market's
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cohesiveness, reducing its role as a unified economic hub. Additionally, the influx of modern retail formats
and the decline of traditional crafts have diminished the market's cultural and economic significance,
leading to a gradual erosion of its historical identity (Taheri, 2001). The interplay between urbanization
and market dynamics highlights the challenges of preserving historical commercial centers amidst modern
development pressures.

The historical evolution of Khoy, marked by various political regimes and urban planning
interventions, has left an indelible mark on its urban fabric and market structure. From the Seljuk era to
the Qajar dynasty, each period introduced distinct architectural and urban planning elements that have
shaped the city's development trajectory (Benthan, 1975). The Pahlavi era's emphasis on modernization
and Western-style urban planning led to significant alterations in Khoy's traditional layout, particularly
impacting the market area. The integration of modern infrastructure often disregarded the historical and
cultural significance of existing structures, leading to their deterioration and loss of heritage value.
Furthermore, socio-economic shifts, such as the migration of affluent populations to newly developed
areas, have contributed to the decline of the historic market, underscoring the multifaceted impacts of
urbanization on Khoy's historical identity (Mahmoud Mirza Qajar, 2010).

In conclusion, Khoy's experience underscores the complex interplay between modern urbanization
and the preservation of historical urban fabrics. The impacts of recent urban development initiatives on
Khoy's old city and market are multifaceted, encompassing physical degradation, social fragmentation,
and economic decline of traditional commercial centers. To mitigate these challenges, it is imperative to
adopt integrated urban planning approaches that prioritize heritage conservation alongside sustainable
development. Policymakers and urban planners must engage with local communities, architects, and
historians to ensure that modernization efforts do not erode the cultural and historical essence of Khoy.
Balancing growth with preservation can help maintain the city's unique identity while fostering economic
and social vitality, ensuring that Khoy's historic fabric continues to thrive amidst contemporary urban
pressures.
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