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CrossMark

Malek-0-Sho'ara Bahar and Fereydoun Moshiri are two distinct poets in terms
of style, perspective, and poetic approach over the past two centuries. Their
poetry expresses critiques on various societal issues, including political and
social matters. They share similarities in their cultural criticisms, which have
not yet been studied or compared from a literary perspective. Thus, this study
employs a descriptive-analytical method to determine and compare the
structure and elements of cultural criticisms in the poetry of these two poets,
considering aspects such as type, method, subject, audience of the criticism,
poetic style, and the influence of societal conditions on the critiques. The
study’s results indicate that both poets’ criticisms are deeply influenced by the
socio-political conditions of their times, showing considerable similarities.
Bahar’s cultural critiques are predominantly direct, while Moshiri’s are mostly
indirect. Both poets direct most of their critiques towards society, employing
“complaint” as the most common style of expression. Satire, as a distinguishing
feature of cultural critiques, is absent in Moshiri’s poetry but abundant in
Bahar’s works. The most commonly used literary devices in their critiques are
metaphor and visual imagery, which are often based on imagery and mental
visualization. In terms of style, Bahar’s critiques vary between traditional and
contemporary themes, depending on his proximity to the style of the Literary
Return period, while Moshiri’s critical tone remains notably uniform.
Keywords: Cultural criticism, Malek-0-Sho'ara Bahar, Fereydoun Moshiri, critical
literature, complaint
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study investigates the structural and thematic elements of cultural criticism in the works of
two prominent Iranian poets, Malek-0-Sho'ara Bahar and Fereydoun Moshiri, whose poetry reflects socio-
political critiques over different periods in Iranian history. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method, the
research compares these poets in terms of criticism style, thematic elements, and their responses to societal
influences. Both poets express grievances towards societal and political conditions, albeit through
differing stylistic approaches. While Bahar’s critiques are often direct and overt, Moshiri’s are more subtle
and metaphorical, capturing the different sociopolitical climates they operated in.

Cultural criticism in literature, particularly in poetry, has served as a mirror to the social and
political landscape, revealing the intricacies of collective grievances. Persian literature, echoing global
literary traditions, has long served as a channel for societal reflection and dissent. Previous research
(Shafiei Kadkani, 2009; Zarrinkoub, 1997) highlights that many of Iran’s classical poets, including Naser
Khosrow and Sa’adi, utilized their works to express dissatisfaction with societal issues, creating a
precedent for critical literature. Bahar and Moshiri, although separated by generational and stylistic
differences, share a commitment to cultural critique, particularly focusing on themes of ignorance,
governmental negligence, and the decay of traditional values (Dehkhoda, 1963; Shariati & Haj Babaei, 2000).

Bahar's style incorporates direct satire, targeting the flaws of both society and the ruling systems.
His critiques are laced with humor and irony, a method less prominent in Moshiri's work. The directness
in Bahar’s poems, like “The Complaint Against the Minister of Culture,” mirrors his advocacy for Persian
cultural integrity and intellectualism, often using satire to highlight societal ignorance (Bahar, 2021).
Moshiri’s approach, by contrast, is predominantly indirect, using nature and subtle imagery to evoke the
consequences of cultural neglect, as in “Kashmir,” where he mourns the erosion of cultural heritage under
foreign influences (Moshiri, 2018). Thus, Bahar’s style is traditional and direct, whereas Moshiri’s tone,
while equally poignant, leans towards reflection and lamentation.

The poets' distinctive approaches also reflect the socio-political contexts in which they wrote.
Bahar, writing during Iran's Constitutional Revolution, experienced firsthand the upheaval of political
ideologies and Western influence on Persian values. This context influenced his direct, confrontational
style, aligning with other social critics who believed poetry should serve as a vehicle for direct action
(Rahimi Kashani, 2011). Moshiri, writing in the mid-20th century, faced a different Iran where
modernization efforts contrasted sharply with traditional values. His work exhibits a stylistic preference
for imagery and natural metaphors to reflect societal decay subtly, appealing to readers’ emotions to foster
change rather than demanding it outright (Shamisa, 2003).

In exploring literary devices, both poets employ visual and mental imagery to reinforce their
critiques, albeit differently. Bahar utilizes traditional forms such as the Qasida, allowing for a structured
yet intensive critique, often seasoned with rhetorical questions and didactic statements. Moshiri’s poetry,
while also visually rich, often employs free verse to emphasize personal introspection and shared cultural
loss, creating an intimate space for readers to experience his lamentations. While Bahar’s work is peppered
with satire—rarely seen in Moshiri’s—Moshiri’s frequent use of metaphor conveys a deep emotional
resonance (Dad, 2004; Poshtdar, 2006).

In summary, the analysis highlights a significant commonality in their shared cultural criticisms
but with varying stylistic expressions reflecting the eras and social dynamics they each responded to.
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Bahar’s direct, satirical tone, contrasting with Moshiri’s reflective and metaphor-laden approach, reflects
a broader commentary on how poetry functions as both a societal mirror and a call to introspection. This
contrast illustrates the adaptive power of poetic criticism across historical contexts, showing poetry’s
evolving role as both a critique of and tribute to cultural identity (Ravadrad, 2010).

This study, while adding to the growing scholarship on Persian critical literature, also underscores
the broader relevance of literary critique in analyzing cultural identity and socio-political discourse. Future
research could extend this comparative framework to other Iranian poets and examine how modern
societal shifts continue to shape the literary landscape in contemporary Persian literature.
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