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This study aimed to investigate the impact of cultural structuration (Islamic, Western,
Iranian, and Local) on cultural action dimensions—law abidance, responsibility, urban
culture observance, and social capital—among faculty members of Payame Noor
University in Iran. A mixed-method approach was applied. The qualitative phase used
the Delphi method with 17 experts to identify and validate indicators. In the
quantitative phase, a structured questionnaire was developed based on validated
indicators. A total of 351 faculty members from 16 provinces were selected using
stratified and cluster sampling. Data were analyzed using SPSS and AMOS through
structural equation modeling. The Iranian cultural structuration had the strongest
impact on all dimensions of cultural action. Islamic structuration significantly
influenced responsibility and social capital, while local structuration was especially
relevant to urban culture and law abidance. Western structuration primarily exerted
indirect effects through mediation by Iranian and local structures. All standardized path
coefficients were statistically significant, and model fit indices confirmed the
robustness of the structural model. The study highlights the crucial role of cultural
diversity in shaping social behaviors. Emphasizing indigenous and religious cultural
frameworks—particularly the Iranian context—can promote constructive social
conduct within higher education institutions.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The cultural behaviors of individuals within any society are fundamentally shaped by underlying
frameworks of value systems, historical narratives, and social norms, which collectively inform what is
referred to as “cultural structuration.” In the context of Iranian society—where traditional, religious, and
modern influences coexist and often compete—the interplay between Islamic, Western, Iranian, and local
cultural frameworks offers a complex environment for examining the development of social behaviors
and norms. This study specifically explores how these cultural structurations affect the cultural actions of
faculty members at Payame Noor University across four dimensions: law abidance, responsibility, urban
culture observance, and social capital. Grounded in theoretical underpinnings from sociological traditions
including Bourdieu’s theory of cultural practice and Giddens’s structuration theory, this research seeks to
bridge conceptual models with empirical data to understand how deeply embedded cultural schemas
influence real-world conduct among academic professionals in Iran. Furthermore, the research draws upon
foundational work that delineates cultural actions not merely as normative behaviors but as internalized
dispositions shaped through socialization processes and socio-cultural affiliations. Cultural action, in this
study, is thus a manifestation of cultural identity interacting with institutional expectations and broader
sociopolitical currents.

The methodology of the research adheres to a sequential mixed-methods approach. In the
qualitative phase, the Delphi technique was employed with 17 academic experts from the humanities to
identify valid and reliable indicators for both independent (cultural structuration) and dependent (cultural
action) variables. Through three iterative rounds, consensus was achieved, leading to the elimination of
overlapping or weak indicators and the refinement of conceptual categories. In the quantitative phase, a
structured questionnaire based on Delphi results was distributed to 351 faculty members across 16
provinces using stratified and cluster sampling methods. The selection was designed to represent Iran’s
ethnic, cultural, and regional diversity. Statistical analysis was conducted using SPSS and AMOS,
applying structural equation modeling (SEM) to test hypotheses and evaluate model fit. The reliability of
constructs was established using Cronbach’s alpha, with all values exceeding 0.75, confirming high
internal consistency. The study thus ensures both methodological rigor and representativeness, making its
findings generalizable to the broader academic community within Iranian higher education.

The results indicate that Iranian cultural structuration exerted the strongest influence across all
dimensions of cultural action. Law abidance was most significantly shaped by Iranian and local cultural
structures, reflecting an embedded preference for collective norms rooted in national identity and
community-based moral codes. Islamic structuration showed a significant positive effect on responsibility
and social capital, aligning with the emphasis of Islamic teachings on moral obligation and communal
cohesion. Meanwhile, local structuration was particularly relevant to urban culture observance and law
abidance, illustrating the role of ethnic traditions and regional customs in guiding social conduct.
Interestingly, Western structuration had no significant direct impact on any cultural action variable but
did exhibit meaningful indirect effects through mediation by Iranian and local cultural components. All
model fit indices confirmed the robustness of the final SEM model, with RMSEA values below 0.05 and
GFI, AGFI, and NFI indices above 0.95 across models. These findings underscore the layered and
interactive nature of cultural influences in shaping the behaviors of faculty members.

Each cultural action dimension was further explored through distinct pathways. Law abidance was
best predicted by Iranian structuration (f = 0.23) and local structuration ( = 0.14), whereas Western
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structuration only influenced it indirectly via local and Iranian mediators. Responsibility was significantly
predicted by Iranian (f = 0.29) and Islamic (f = 0.25) cultural frameworks, with indirect paths observed
from Western to Iranian structures. Urban culture observance followed a similar pattern, with Iranian (
= 0.26), local (B = 0.19), and Islamic (B = 0.18) structuration playing prominent roles. Social capital
presented the most complex interaction; Islamic structuration had the strongest direct effect (f = 0.58),
while Iranian, local, and Western structures influenced it both directly and through mediated paths. These
differential patterns of influence reveal that although Iranian structuration provides a strong baseline
across all behaviors, each cultural framework possesses distinct strength areas. The variance explained by
the full models across the four dependent variables ranged from 45% to 63%, demonstrating a high degree
of explanatory power.

The study makes several theoretical and empirical contributions. Conceptually, it refines the
application of cultural structuration theory by breaking down monolithic cultural identities into
operational categories and linking them with behavioral outcomes. It also extends Bourdieu’s notion of
habitus by showing how different structurations produce distinct dispositions toward social compliance
and engagement. Empirically, the research is one of the few to systematically quantify the interaction
between macro-level cultural constructs and micro-level behavioral practices within the Iranian academic
system. Furthermore, the study’s regional diversity enhances its value for policy formulation by showing
how local traditions and ethnic specificities must be considered in national cultural and educational
planning. The analysis confirms the necessity of integrating indigenous and religious cultural components
into behavioral development frameworks, especially within educational institutions that serve as both
cultural transmitters and regulators.

The findings have direct practical implications for higher education policymakers and cultural
planners in Iran. First, they suggest that interventions aimed at fostering desirable cultural actions—such
as promoting law abidance and responsibility among university staff—must align with the prevailing
Iranian and Islamic cultural codes. Second, efforts to enhance urban cultural observance should leverage
localized traditions and municipal-level engagement. Third, social capital can be effectively built through
a dual emphasis on Islamic moral codes and local community structures, especially in multi-ethnic or
multi-lingual regions. Finally, while Western cultural frameworks remain marginal in direct behavioral
influence, they should not be ignored; instead, they can be used strategically as facilitators through
hybridized local and national models. This underscores the potential for culturally responsive and context-
specific strategies to build a cohesive and civically responsible academic community in Iran.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that cultural behavior among Iranian faculty members is
not the result of a single dominant influence but rather the outcome of a nuanced interplay among Islamic,
Iranian, local, and to a lesser extent, Western cultural structurations. The Iranian cultural framework
emerged as the most comprehensive predictor, affirming the enduring strength of national identity and
collective memory. Islamic structuration reinforces moral dimensions of responsibility and community
cohesion, while local cultural factors sustain civic behaviors tied to specific geographies and ethnicities.
Although Western structuration had limited direct effects, its indirect role suggests that globalization and
cultural exchange continue to subtly shape domestic cultural environments. Overall, the research validates
the importance of cultural pluralism in promoting constructive social conduct within higher education and




highlights the need for culturally informed policy and institutional reforms tailored to Iran’s unique socio-
cultural landscape.
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