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During the 5th and 6th centuries AD, the Quraysh tribe gained control over the
Hejaz region and its key city, Mecca. By leveraging their custodianship of the
Kaaba and engaging in commercial activities, they enriched their two
prominent clans, the Banu Hashim and the Banu Umayyah, leading to both
clans achieving significant status and wealth. This rivalry between the
Hashimites and the Umayyads influenced the political, social, and cultural
developments of the Arabian Peninsula and had various impacts on the
emerging Islamic civilization. This article, employing a descriptive-analytical
method, aims to reassess the causes and factors behind the conflict between the
Banu Umayyah and Banu Hashim over authoritative and comprehensive
leadership in Hejaz and Najd, on the eve of the rise of Islam. The findings
indicate that, despite the equal social standing of the two clans, the Hashimites’
superior social status, contrasted with the economic power of the Umayyads,
as well as the belief of the Banu Hashim in a minimal gap between the rulers
and the people, provided them with the ability and opportunity to establish a
popular and legitimate position distinct from that of the Banu Umayyah. This
legitimacy provoked the envy and competition of the Umayyads, a rivalry that
persisted throughout the Arab civilizational process and the establishment of
Arab caliphal rule.

Keywords: Banu Hashim, Banu Umayyah, cultural conflict, Arabian Peninsula,
Islamic civilization
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study explores the complex relationship between the Hashimite and Umayyad clans in the
context of pre-Islamic Arabian society. The historical rivalry between the Banu Hashim and Banu
Umayyah clans had a profound influence on the political, social, and cultural developments in pre-Islamic
Arabia. During the 5th and 6th centuries AD, these two prominent clans from the Quraysh tribe vied for
control over the Hejaz region and its key city, Mecca, a conflict that continued to shape the Islamic world
after the rise of Islam. This article reexamines the factors contributing to this conflict, focusing on how
both economic power and social status played roles in the evolving leadership struggles of the Arabian
Peninsula, particularly between the Banu Hashim and Banu Umayyah. By analyzing historical sources,
the study aims to reassess the underlying causes of this rivalry and its implications for Islamic civilization
(Ibn Hazm al-Andalusi, 1999; Salem, 2004). The research aims to illuminate the roots of this rivalry,
emphasizing how economic power, social status, and differing political ideologies fueled the competition
between these clans. The study also seeks to contribute to the understanding of how this rivalry continued
to shape Arab civilization and Islamic governance long after the initial conflict.

The study uses a descriptive-analytical approach to explore the causes of the cultural and political
conflict between these two clans. Historical texts, including genealogical accounts and scholarly
interpretations, provide the basis for this analysis. Key historical sources, such as those from Ibn Hazm
and Ibn Kalbi, are utilized to trace the socioeconomic structures of pre-Islamic Arabian society (Ibn al-
Kalbi, 1986; Ibn Hazm al-Andalusi, 1999). This research also examines the sociopolitical dynamics of Mecca,
focusing on the roles of the Banu Hashim and Banu Umayyah in managing the Kaaba and their broader
influence over regional trade. These factors, combined with the ideological differences between the two
families regarding leadership, are essential to understanding the historical significance of their rivalry.

The study finds that while both the Banu Hashim and Banu Umayyah clans had comparable social
standings, their approaches to leadership and power differed significantly. The Banu Hashim, led by
figures such as Hashim ibn Abd Manaf, emphasized a closer relationship between the ruling elite and the
common people, cultivating a leadership style based on social cohesion and legitimacy (Zabidi, 1993). In
contrast, the Umayyads, who relied heavily on their economic power derived from trade, advocated for a
more hierarchical and authoritarian form of governance (Azraqi, 1994). This divergence in leadership
philosophies set the stage for ongoing competition between the two clans, as both sought to assert
dominance over the Hejaz region.

The rivalry between the Banu Hashim and Banu Umayyah extended beyond personal or familial
disputes, reflecting broader cultural and ideological conflicts within Arabian society. The Umayyads’
emphasis on economic wealth and their elite status enabled them to gain significant political power, but it
also distanced them from the common people, leading to perceptions of authoritarianism (Baghdadi, 1991).
On the other hand, the Hashimites’ ability to build a popular and legitimate form of governance based on
social equity helped them garner widespread support. This rivalry also had lasting effects on the
governance structures of early Islamic civilization, influencing the dynamics of the early caliphal period.

The conflict between the Banu Hashim and Banu Umayyah played a critical role in shaping the
early political landscape of the Islamic world. The Hashimites’ success in creating a more inclusive and
legitimate leadership style contrasted sharply with the Umayyads’ reliance on wealth and economic power
to maintain control. This study highlights the importance of leadership philosophies in determining
political legitimacy and social cohesion, showing that the Hashimites’ approach to governance ultimately
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allowed them to secure a more enduring and popular position in the Islamic world (Ibn Hisham, 2004; Ibn
Sa'd, 1995). The findings of this research contribute to a deeper understanding of how historical leadership

conflicts shaped the broader development of Islamic civilization.
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