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In the contemporary world, the economy of culture and arts is recognized as one of the
key domains for sustainable development and job creation in urban societies. This
domain not only contributes to the cultural enrichment of communities but also serves
as a driving force for economic growth. In this context, the Cultural and Artistic
Organization of Tehran Municipality, as the main entity for promoting and developing
cultural and artistic activities, plays a significant role in creating and selling cultural
and artistic products and services. With the aim of enhancing the cultural and artistic
standards of society, this organization can contribute to improving the quality of life
for citizens and increasing social interactions. Given the importance of developing the
economy of culture and arts, the present study focuses on providing a model for the
economic development of culture and arts, with an emphasis on the sale of cultural and
artistic products and services by the Cultural and Artistic Organization of Tehran
Municipality. This research was conducted using a qualitative approach, involving
interviews with experts in the field, selected through purposive sampling. A total of
132 concepts, 39 subcategories, and 6 main categories were identified. Based on the
research model, 14 strategies for the economic development of culture and arts were
proposed. This model can serve as an effective tool for managers to understand and
recognize the concepts and categories influencing the economic development of
culture and arts. The findings of this study contribute to identifying effective solutions
for strengthening sales infrastructure, increasing public awareness of cultural and
artistic products, and ultimately fostering economic growth in this field.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The economic development of culture and arts has emerged as a significant domain, fostering
sustainable development and creating job opportunities in urban societies. This field not only enhances
cultural richness but also drives economic growth. According to classic economists such as Adam Smith
and institutional economists like Thorstein Veblen, culture serves as a foundation for achieving various
economic milestones. Marxist economists have also identified a causal relationship between economics
and culture, where cultural and artistic elements contribute to economic structures and social
transformations (Cerisola & Panzera, 2021; Papamarcos & Watson, 2006). Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
emphasized that the ultimate causes of societal changes and political revolutions lie in the culture of an
era rather than in individual ideologies (Marx & Engels, 2000).

Economic analyses of culture and arts examine the interplay between cultural activities and
economic outcomes. These interactions include the production, distribution, and consumption of cultural
products, as well as their contribution to national income and employment (Montalto et al., 2017). For
example, the sale of cultural and artistic goods fosters employment opportunities in creative industries and
stimulates local economies (Huggins & Thompson, 2015). Moreover, the integration of cultural and artistic
activities with emerging technologies and digital platforms has accelerated the accessibility and market
potential for these sectors (Liu & Li, 2022; Xiong et al., 2014).

The Tehran Municipality’s Cultural and Artistic Organization serves as a pivotal entity in this
regard. It manages numerous cultural centers, including libraries, galleries, and educational facilities,
fostering cultural enrichment and social interaction within the city. Despite this progress, the absence of a
comprehensive model for the economic development of culture and arts has necessitated a systematic
analysis. This study aims to address this gap by developing a grounded theory-based model to enhance
the economic development of culture and arts with a specific focus on the sale of cultural products and
Services.

Methods and Materials

This research employed a qualitative methodology, grounded in the grounded theory approach, to
construct a model for the economic development of culture and arts. Data collection involved semi-
structured interviews with 20 experts in the field, selected through purposive sampling. Data saturation
was achieved after 20 interviews, ensuring comprehensive insights into the research problem. The
analytical process comprised three stages: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding.

During open coding, key concepts were identified from the interview data, resulting in 132 primary
concepts. Axial coding then grouped these concepts into 39 subcategories and six main categories,
highlighting the causal, contextual, and intervening conditions of cultural economic activities. Selective
coding integrated these categories into a cohesive theoretical framework, identifying core strategies for
the economic development of culture and arts.

The demographic characteristics of the participants included a majority with doctoral degrees
(70%) and substantial professional experience within cultural organizations and academia. Data were
analyzed using content analysis and thematic techniques to derive actionable insights.

Findings
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The study identified 14 key strategies for fostering the economic development of culture and arts.
These strategies emerged from the analysis of six main categories:

1. Causal Factors: Key drivers include evolving societal tastes, technological advancements, and
economic conditions that influence consumer behavior.

2. Contextual Factors: The presence of cultural infrastructure, geographical accessibility, and socio-
economic diversity were recognized as critical enablers.

3. Intervening Factors: Government policies, digital platforms, and public-private partnerships
emerged as facilitators of cultural and economic integration.

4. Strategic Interventions: Recommendations included developing online marketplaces, leveraging
digital marketing, and fostering collaborations with private entities.

5. Operational Mechanisms: The study emphasized the importance of capacity-building programs
for artists and entrepreneurs to enhance their market readiness.

6. Outcome Indicators: Expected outcomes include increased employment, heightened public
awareness of cultural value, and improved socio-economic equity.

The framework suggests that targeted investments in cultural infrastructure and innovative
marketing strategies can enhance the accessibility and economic viability of cultural products.
Additionally, fostering collaborations between cultural organizations and private enterprises can
significantly improve resource allocation and operational efficiency.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings underscore the pivotal role of cultural and artistic activities in driving economic
development. By integrating digital technologies, expanding market access, and implementing strategic
policy interventions, cultural organizations can create sustainable economic models. The Tehran
Municipality’s Cultural and Artistic Organization exemplifies this potential through its diverse initiatives
aimed at promoting cultural engagement and economic growth.

This research contributes to the literature by offering a comprehensive model that addresses the
challenges and opportunities within the cultural economy. It provides actionable insights for policymakers
and cultural managers to optimize resource allocation and enhance the socio-economic impact of cultural
activities.

Future research should explore the applicability of this model in different socio-cultural contexts
and evaluate its long-term impact on economic indicators. Additionally, investigating the role of emerging
technologies such as blockchain and Al in cultural economic activities could provide valuable perspectives
for further innovation.
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