Journal Website

Article history:

Received 14 November 2024
Revised 22 January 2025

Accepted 03 February 2025
Published online 17 September 2025

Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s

8 Pl 85

c;l/!..a(f};é/f B

Culture and History

Volume 4, Issue 2, pp 1-17

The Role of Eternal Kings and Heroes from the Perspective of Historical
and Religious Texts of Ancient Iran

Bahram. Salimi'®, Ameneh. Zaheri Abdolhavand?*®, Fariba. Sharifian®

1 PhD Student, Department of Ancient Iranian Culture and Languages, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran,

Iran

2 Assistant Professor, Department of Ancient Iranian Culture and Languages, Research Sciences Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran,

Iran

3 Assistant Professor, Department of Ancient Iranian Culture and Languages, Cultural Heritage Research Institute, Tehran, Iran

* Corresponding author email address: Zahrybdwndamnh@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Original Research

How to cite this article:

Salimi, B., Zaheri Abdolhavand, A., &
Sharifian, F. (2025). The Role of
Eternal Kings and Heroes from the
Perspective  of  Historical and
Religious Texts of Ancient Iran.
Journal of Social-Political Studies of
Iran’s Culture and History, 4(2), 1-17.

© 2025 the authors. This is an open
access article under the terms of the
Creative  Commons  Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC
BY-NC 4.0) License.

CrossMark

The desire for eternal life is one of the fundamental intellectual commonalities of
humankind and, consequently, a central theme in mythological narratives. Myths,
which embody the worldview of early humans, have been transmitted over time from
one people to another. The purpose of this study is to examine the role of eternal kings
and heroes from the perspective of historical and religious texts of ancient Iran.
Analyzing mythological narratives contributes to elucidating the intellectual
foundations of humanity and its imaginative and conceptual efforts to overcome
annihilation and attain immortality. The eternal figures in Iran embody a tripartite
model. The Aryan society consisted of three classes: warriors, farmers, and priests.
However, in the myth of the immortals, farmers were replaced by kings. Soshyans
represents spirituality, Kay Khosrow symbolizes kingship, and Tas and Garshasp
epitomize heroism. Nevertheless, the immortals of Iran are no longer active. The
eternal figures, according to Pahlavi sources and religious texts such as the Dénkard,
Bundahi$n, and the Avesta, as well as historical works such as Shahnameh, include
Peshatan, Yosht Friyan, Agrérath, Tis, Garshasp, and Kay Khosrow. Furthermore, the
myths of ancient Iran depict other divine heroes, including Yima (Jam), Faridin,
Garshasp, Sam, Agrérath Gopatshah (Gopat), Kay Apivah, Gayomard, Zarathustra,
and Vastahm. The findings indicate that the sociological factors of each nation have a
direct impact on the characteristics and functions of its eternal figures. For instance,
the tripartite division of Iranian society—comprising priests, warriors, and farmers—
has influenced the formation of immortal characters, most of whom originate from the
warrior and priestly classes or are a combination of both. In these societies, all
immortals are men, and among them, only one woman is mentioned: the wife of Uta-
Napistim. However, her role is significantly marginalized, and her name is not even
recorded. Undoubtedly, the selection of immortal figures from among men reflects the
patriarchal nature of these societies.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The concept of immortality has been a fundamental and universal aspiration of humanity, deeply
rooted in the collective consciousness of various cultures and civilizations. This desire to transcend
mortality is vividly reflected in the mythological narratives of ancient societies, where eternal kings and
heroes emerge as central figures embodying the human quest for eternal life. In the context of ancient
Iran, the mythological and religious texts, such as the Avesta, Dénkard, Bundahi$n, and Shahnameh,
present a rich tapestry of immortal figures who symbolize the tripartite structure of Aryan society—
comprising warriors, priests, and kings. These eternal figures, including Soshyans, Kay Khosrow, Tis,
and Garshasp, represent spirituality, kingship, and heroism, respectively, and serve as archetypes of
immortality within the Iranian cultural and religious framework (Amouzgar, 2007). The study of these
mythological narratives not only sheds light on the intellectual foundations of ancient Iranian society but
also reveals the imaginative and conceptual efforts of early humans to overcome the inevitability of death
and achieve a state of eternal existence.

The mythological narratives of ancient Iran depict a society where the eternal figures are deeply
intertwined with the social and religious structures of the time. The Aryan society was traditionally divided
into three classes: warriors, farmers, and priests. However, in the myth of the immortals, the role of farmers
is replaced by kings, reflecting the hierarchical and patriarchal nature of the society. The eternal figures,
such as Peshotan, Yosht Friyan, Agrérath, Tas, Garshasp, and Kay Khosrow, are predominantly male,
with only one female figure, the wife of Uta-Napistim, mentioned in passing. This marginalization of
female figures underscores the patriarchal values of ancient Iranian society, where immortality was
primarily associated with male heroes and kings (Fatehi, 2004). The sociological factors of each nation,
including the tripartite division of Iranian society, have a direct impact on the characteristics and functions
of its eternal figures. For instance, the warrior and priestly classes are overrepresented among the
immortals, reflecting their elevated status within the social hierarchy. The myths also highlight the role of
these eternal figures as saviors who will return at the end of time to restore order and justice, a theme that
resonates with the eschatological beliefs of Zoroastrianism (Molaei, 2013).

The eternal figures in Iranian mythology are not merely static symbols of immortality; they are
dynamic characters with specific roles and functions within the mythological framework. Peshotan, for
example, is a key figure in Zoroastrian eschatology, believed to reside in Ganz D&z and destined to return
at the end of time to aid in the final renovation of the world. His immortality is attributed to his
consumption of sacred milk, a motif that underscores the connection between divine favor and eternal life
(Afifi, 1995). Similarly, Kay Khosrow, a central figure in the Shahnameh, embodies the ideal of kingship
and is revered for his wisdom, justice, and connection to the divine. His ascent to the heavens without
experiencing death symbolizes the ultimate achievement of immortality, a reward for his virtuous life and
adherence to the principles of Zoroastrianism (Haj Nourouzi et al., 2020). These figures, along with others
like Garshasp and Tis, represent the enduring values of heroism, loyalty, and sacrifice, which are central
to the Iranian cultural identity.

The mythological narratives also reveal the influence of ancient Iranian cosmology and theology
on the concept of immortality. The eternal figures are often associated with the forces of good, as
represented by Ahura Mazda, and are depicted as adversaries of the forces of evil, embodied by Ahriman.
This dualistic worldview, central to Zoroastrianism, is reflected in the stories of heroes like Garshasp, who
is destined to slay the dragon Azhi Dahaka at the end of time, thereby fulfilling his role as a savior figure
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(Fotouhi Kohsareh, 2016). The myths also emphasize the importance of moral purity and adherence to
divine law as prerequisites for achieving immortality. For instance, the story of Yima (Jam), the first king
and a figure of great moral integrity, highlights the connection between righteousness and eternal life.
Yima's failure to maintain his moral purity leads to his downfall, illustrating the belief that immortality is
not merely a physical state but a spiritual condition that must be earned through virtuous conduct (Molaei,
2013).

The concept of immortality in ancient Iranian mythology is not limited to individual heroes and
kings; it also extends to the collective destiny of humanity. The idea of Frashokereti, or the final renovation
of the world, is a central tenet of Zoroastrian eschatology and envisions a future where the forces of good
triumph over evil, and the world is restored to its original, perfect state. The eternal figures, such as
Soshyans and Peshotan, play crucial roles in this cosmic drama, serving as agents of divine justice and
renewal (Christensen, 2008). The myths also reflect the belief in the cyclical nature of time, where the world
undergoes periods of creation, destruction, and renewal. This cyclical view of time is closely linked to the
concept of immortality, as it suggests that life and death are part of a larger, eternal process that ultimately
leads to the restoration of harmony and balance in the universe (Razi, 2001).

In conclusion, the mythological narratives of ancient Iran offer a profound insight into the human
desire for immortality and the ways in which this desire is expressed through the stories of eternal kings
and heroes. These figures, deeply rooted in the social, religious, and cosmological frameworks of their
time, serve as archetypes of the values and aspirations of ancient Iranian society. The myths not only
reflect the intellectual and imaginative efforts of early humans to confront the inevitability of death but
also provide a rich source of cultural and spiritual inspiration for future generations. The enduring legacy
of these eternal figures continues to resonate in the cultural and religious traditions of Iran, reminding us
of the timeless human quest for transcendence and eternal life.
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