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The present study aims to examine the importance of oral history in the
transmission of folklore and its impact on the local culture of communities.
The research methodology is descriptive-explanatory, and the research method
is qualitative, employing the meta-study approach. Accordingly, the prevailing
approach in this research is the method of secondary analysis. The target
population includes all studies conducted on oral history, folklore, and local
culture during the periods 1380-1403 (2001-2024) and 1960-2023. The
sample size was determined based on a screening process involving the titles,
abstracts, and full texts of 19 selected sources. The analysis of the selected
sources reveals that oral history contributes to the preservation and
enhancement of local culture in communities through several mechanisms: the
formation of cultural identity, the preservation of local subcultures, the
documentation of local history, the safeguarding of social identity, and the
revival of local ecological culture.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Oral history has emerged as a vital tool for preserving and transmitting folklore and political
culture, particularly in the context of local communities. This study examines the role of oral history in
safeguarding cultural identity, documenting local traditions, and reinforcing social cohesion in Iran. The
research is grounded in the premise that oral history serves as a bridge between past and present, enabling
communities to maintain their cultural heritage amidst globalization and modernization (Kim, 2008).

The intersection of oral history and folklore is particularly significant, as both are rooted in the
lived experiences of individuals and communities. Barbara Allen highlights this connection by defining
folklore as the "creative expression of ordinary people's daily lives" and oral history as a "method for
collecting historical information” (Barbara, 2016). This synergy ensures that cultural narratives remain
dynamic and relevant, even as societies evolve.

In Iran, the transmission of folklore through oral history has been instrumental in preserving local
subcultures, ecological practices, and social identities. For instance, traditional lullabies, local dialects,
and occupational customs have been sustained through intergenerational storytelling (YYadegari, 2020). The
study also draws on the work of Suokhrie (2024), who emphasizes the role of oral traditions in maintaining
the cultural continuity of the Naga communities in India, where songs and narratives serve as repositories
of historical and ecological knowledge (Suokhrie, 2024).

The research addresses a critical gap in understanding how oral history contributes to the resilience
of local cultures against homogenizing forces. By synthesizing existing studies, this paper aims to
elucidate the mechanisms through which oral history fosters cultural preservation and identity formation.

Methods and Materials

This study employs a descriptive-explanatory methodology with a qualitative research design,
utilizing a meta-study approach. The secondary analysis method is central to this research, focusing on
existing studies related to oral history, folklore, and local culture.

The target population includes all studies conducted between 2001-2024 (1380-1403 in the
Persian calendar) and 1960-2023. A screening process was applied to select relevant sources, evaluating
titles, abstracts, and full texts. Initially, 46 articles were identified, of which 19 were retained after
excluding those with weak scientific content or irrelevance to the research theme.

The selected sources were analyzed using content analysis, where initial codes were identified and
grouped into thematic categories. This process yielded six central themes that illustrate the impact of oral
history on local culture.

Findings

The analysis revealed six key mechanisms through which oral history preserves and enhances local
culture:

1. Formation of Cultural Identity: Oral history fosters a shared sense of identity by documenting
communal practices, rituals, and narratives. For example, the Naga communities in India use folk
songs to transmit historical events and moral values, reinforcing collective identity.

2. Preservation of Local Subcultures: Oral traditions protect niche cultural practices, such as
traditional crafts, dialects, and ecological knowledge, from being eroded by globalization. Studies
show that elderly community members often serve as custodians of this knowledge.
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3. Documentation of Local History: Oral history captures undocumented events and personal
experiences, filling gaps in written records. This is particularly evident in rural areas where formal
historiography is scarce.

4. Safeguarding Social Identity: Narratives of war, migration, and resistance preserved through oral
history strengthen communal bonds and resilience. For instance, Iranian oral histories of the Iran-
Irag war highlight individual and collective sacrifices.

5. Revival of Ecological Practices: Traditional knowledge about sustainable land use and natural
resource management is often transmitted orally. This includes techniques for agriculture, water
conservation, and local medicine,

6. Reinforcement of Intergenerational Ties: Oral history ensures the continuity of cultural
practices by linking younger generations to their heritage. This is exemplified in the transmission
of lullabies and folk tales.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study underscores the indispensable role of oral history in sustaining local cultures. By
capturing the voices of marginalized groups and preserving intangible heritage, oral history acts as a
counterforce to cultural homogenization. Its democratizing nature allows diverse perspectives to be
included in historical narratives, enriching the collective memory of communities.

One of the most significant contributions of oral history is its ability to adapt to changing social
contexts. For example, while traditional practices may decline, their narratives can be repurposed to
address contemporary issues, ensuring cultural continuity. The revival of ecological practices through oral
traditions demonstrates how historical knowledge can inform modern sustainability efforts.

However, challenges remain, such as the risk of oral histories being lost due to urbanization and
generational shifts. Efforts to digitize and archive these narratives are crucial for their preservation.
Additionally, integrating oral history into formal education systems could enhance its reach and impact.

In conclusion, oral history is not merely a tool for recording the past but a dynamic process that
shapes cultural identity and social cohesion. Its interdisciplinary nature—bridging history, anthropology,
and sociology—makes it a powerful instrument for understanding and preserving the complexities of local
cultures. Future research should explore innovative methods for documenting and disseminating oral
histories to ensure their survival in an increasingly globalized world.

The findings of this study advocate for greater institutional support for oral history projects,
particularly in regions where cultural heritage is under threat. By doing so, societies can safeguard their
unique identities while fostering a deeper appreciation for the diversity of human experience.
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