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This study aims to examine the influential factors and components of political
culture and to identify its potential vulnerabilities. The primary focus is on a
multidimensional explanation of this phenomenon and its effects on political
behaviors and social interactions. The present study is a review research
conducted using a comparative-analytical approach and utilizing library
resources. Data collection was based on library sources, academic articles, and
credible electronic databases. The author then analyzed and examined classical
and modern theories in the pathology of political culture using a descriptive
and analytical method. The results indicate that political culture is a complex
and multifaceted phenomenon that is directly influenced by various social and
structural components. Furthermore, political culture, as a set of shared beliefs,
values, and attitudes, plays a fundamental role in shaping citizens' political
behaviors and their relationships with governmental institutions. On the other
hand, vulnerabilities such as the erosion of trust in institutions, political
polarization, corruption, identity politics, misinformation, and weak civic
education can threaten political stability and social cohesion. Political culture
is a dynamic and influential phenomenon in social life that requires a
multidimensional approach for its comprehension. The findings emphasize that
the institutionalization of negative components in a society's political culture
creates significant challenges. Therefore, strengthening positive components
such as trust, civic awareness, and constructive dialogue is essential to
enhancing stability and social solidarity.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The concept of political culture has long been a subject of scholarly attention, particularly in its
role in shaping the political behaviors and interactions of citizens with institutions of governance. Political
culture encompasses a range of shared beliefs, values, and attitudes that collectively determine how
societies engage with political processes. The present study undertakes a comparative-analytical
exploration of classical and modern theories that contribute to understanding the vulnerabilities inherent
in political culture. Using a descriptive and analytical method, the study identifies key factors influencing
political culture and examines how these components have evolved over time. The findings underscore
the complex and multidimensional nature of political culture, which is shaped by social, historical, and
structural influences. Furthermore, political culture is not a static entity but rather a dynamic and evolving
phenomenon that requires continuous reassessment in light of changing socio-political contexts. Scholars
such as Almond and Verba have emphasized the role of political culture in democratic stability, arguing
that different cultural orientations, such as participant, subject, and parochial cultures, influence the nature
of civic engagement and institutional trust (Almond & Verba, 1963). However, vulnerabilities such as
declining trust in institutions, political polarization, misinformation, corruption, and weak civic education
can undermine political stability and social cohesion (Putnam, 2007). Understanding these dynamics is
critical for developing strategies to foster a more resilient and participatory political culture.

Political culture, as an analytical concept, has been explored from both classical and modern
perspectives, each offering unique insights into its formation and transformation. Classical theories, rooted
in the works of scholars such as Max Weber, Karl Marx, and Emile Durkheim, provide foundational
understandings of how economic structures, social stratification, and cultural norms influence political
behavior. Weber, for example, emphasized the role of rational-legal authority in shaping political culture,
suggesting that the legitimacy of governance is tied to established norms and bureaucratic structures. In
contrast, Marxist interpretations posit that political culture is a reflection of economic relations and class
struggles, wherein ruling elites manipulate cultural narratives to maintain hegemony. Durkheim’s
contributions highlight the importance of collective consciousness in maintaining social order, arguing
that disruptions in cultural cohesion can lead to political instability. These classical approaches laid the
groundwork for later analyses, yet they often view political culture as a somewhat deterministic outcome
of structural conditions rather than a fluid and evolving process. More contemporary theories, such as
those put forth by Inglehart and Welzel, emphasize the role of cultural values in democratization, arguing
that post-materialist orientations foster greater political engagement and participatory governance
(Inglehart, 1994). These perspectives highlight the adaptive and interactive nature of political culture,
suggesting that it is not merely shaped by historical legacies but also by contemporary socio-political
transformations.

The evolution of political culture has been significantly influenced by modernization,
globalization, and technological advancements, all of which have reshaped citizen-state relations.
Traditional conceptualizations of political culture emphasized national identity, historical memory, and
institutional trust as primary determinants of political behavior (Huntington, 1999). However, in the
contemporary era, the rise of digital media, transnational political movements, and shifting demographic
patterns have introduced new dimensions to political culture. The spread of misinformation and the
increasing reliance on social media platforms have altered how political beliefs are formed and
disseminated, often leading to heightened political polarization (Pennycook & Rand, 2021). Additionally,
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identity politics and populism have emerged as influential forces that shape political culture, frequently
exacerbating societal divisions and eroding democratic norms (Levitsky & Ziblatt, 2018). Scholars such as
Fukuyama have argued that the erosion of shared civic values and the prioritization of group identity over
national cohesion pose significant challenges to political stability (Fukuyama, 2018). Meanwhile, the
increasing complexity of governance structures and the growing disconnect between political elites and
the general populace have contributed to declining trust in institutions, a trend that has been observed
across various democratic and authoritarian regimes (Dalton, 2004). These developments underscore the
need for a more nuanced and context-specific understanding of political culture, one that takes into account
the interplay between historical legacies and contemporary socio-political dynamics.

A central concern in the study of political culture is the identification of vulnerabilities that threaten
its stability and functionality. Empirical research has highlighted several key factors that contribute to the
erosion of political culture, including corruption, lack of civic education, and weak institutional
accountability (Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index, 2022). Corruption, in particular, has
been identified as a critical factor that undermines trust in government and perpetuates a culture of
cynicism and disengagement (Hibbing & Theiss-Morse, 2002). The prevalence of political misinformation
further compounds these challenges by distorting public perceptions and undermining the integrity of
democratic processes (O’Donnell, 2004). Moreover, the increasing polarization of political discourse has
created an environment in which ideological divisions overshadow substantive policy debates, leading to
governance paralysis and institutional gridlock (McCarty et al., 2016). Weak civic education exacerbates
these vulnerabilities by limiting citizens’ ability to critically engage with political issues and hold leaders
accountable (Galston, 2001). Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach that combines
institutional reforms, public education initiatives, and efforts to foster greater civic engagement. Scholars
have suggested that strengthening democratic institutions, promoting media literacy, and encouraging
inclusive political participation are essential steps toward mitigating the risks associated with political
culture vulnerabilities (Habermas, 1994).

The comparative analysis of classical and modern theories in political culture studies reveals
significant methodological and theoretical shifts in the field. Classical approaches, with their emphasis on
structural determinants, provide valuable insights into the foundational aspects of political culture but
often lack the flexibility to account for rapid social and technological changes. In contrast, modern
perspectives incorporate a broader range of variables, including digital media, transnational influences,
and evolving social norms, offering a more dynamic and contextually relevant analysis. Theories of
political participation, such as those advanced by Almond and Verba, continue to be relevant in
understanding variations in civic engagement across different societies (Almond & Verba, 1972). However,
contemporary scholars have expanded upon these ideas by exploring how digital activism, online political
discourse, and networked movements shape political behavior in the modern era. Furthermore, theories of
political trust and legitimacy have evolved to account for the growing disconnect between citizens and
political institutions, emphasizing the role of transparency, responsiveness, and inclusivity in fostering a
resilient political culture. By integrating insights from both classical and modern frameworks, researchers
can develop a more comprehensive understanding of the factors that shape political culture and the
mechanisms through which it can be strengthened or weakened.




In conclusion, political culture is a dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon that requires a holistic
and interdisciplinary approach for its analysis. The study highlights the need to balance classical
theoretical insights with modern empirical observations to fully grasp the complexities of political culture
in contemporary societies. While traditional frameworks provide a strong foundation for understanding
historical and structural influences, modern approaches offer valuable tools for analyzing the rapidly
changing landscape of political engagement and institutional trust. The findings emphasize that addressing
the vulnerabilities in political culture necessitates proactive measures, including strengthening democratic
norms, promoting media literacy, and fostering inclusive political dialogue. As societies continue to
evolve, the adaptability of political culture will play a crucial role in determining the stability and
resilience of governance structures. Future research should further explore the intersections between
technology, globalization, and political culture to develop more effective strategies for sustaining
democratic engagement and institutional integrity. Through a multidimensional approach that integrates
theoretical rigor with empirical analysis, scholars and policymakers can work towards fostering a political
culture that is both participatory and resilient, ultimately contributing to the broader goal of democratic
stability and social cohesion.
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