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CrossMark

The theory of the revolutionary system is one of the most important elements of the second phase
of the revolution's statement and a valuable experience from the first phase of the Islamic
Revolution. It is in the statements of the leader of the revolution that whenever the system’s
officials have paid attention to this concept, their actions have been successful, and whenever
attention has been lacking, it has resulted in nothing but disappointment, stagnation, and
regression. This research examines the dimensions, features, and characteristics of the
revolutionary system from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Revolution. The research question is: What characteristics and features does the
revolutionary system have in his words and thoughts, which are effective for the continuity and
longevity of the revolution? In this study, we have used a descriptive and analytical method,
relying on the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei to explain the features and components of the
revolutionary system. Our hypothesis is that Ayatollah Khamenei considers the revolutionary
system to have dimensions that define it, namely: 1) Revolutionary outlook or thought, 2)
Revolutionary spirit, 3) Jihadi action, practice, and management. The theory of the revolutionary
system is a theory related to action, the agent, and the structure, and it is thus concerned with
actions that aim at self-building (the agent) and societal construction (the structure). Self-
building, which is the first pillar of the revolutionary theory, is a highly influential and effective
factor in the continuity of the revolution and in resisting the enemies of the revolution. According
to Ayatollah Khamenei, the main cause of failure and defeat is the lack of self-building and being
tainted by desires. Self-building must take place in two aspects: intellectual-belief and spiritual-
ethical. In the second pillar of the revolutionary system theory, i.e., societal construction, after
individuals have built themselves in various aspects, they must strive to build and shape their
society. By shaping and finding their identity, they should form an Islamic family with a clear
identity and ultimately shape an Islamic society. Finally, they must reach the most important
pillar of the revolutionary system, which is the ultimate goal: the formation of the new Islamic
civilization.

Keywords: System, Revolutionary System, Revolutionary Outlook, Revolutionary Spirit, Jihadi
Action and Management, Second Phase Statement
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Islamic Revolution in Iran, led by Imam Khomeini, marked a significant turning point in the
country’s history, bringing down internal autocracy and eradicating foreign colonial domination. The
victory of the revolution led to the establishment of a new regime based on Islamic principles, which
aimed to exemplify the sovereignty of religious thought and chart a course for religious democracy.
However, the success of the Islamic Revolution did not go unnoticed by imperialist forces and foreign
adversaries, who launched persistent attacks against this revolutionary thought, seeking to undermine its
continuity and spread across nations. Despite these adversities, the Islamic system, under the leadership
of Imam Khomeini and his successor, Ayatollah Khamenei, has exhibited remarkable resilience and
wisdom in resisting these onslaughts, advancing on the path of growth and development. Ayatollah
Khamenei's leadership, especially his ideological and strategic insights, particularly the theory of the
revolutionary system, has been central to the continued success and resistance of the Islamic system in the
face of foreign and domestic challenges (Hajianzaei, 2017).

The theory of the revolutionary system, introduced by the Islamic intellectual movement, plays a
pivotal role in ensuring the persistence and progress of the revolution, characterized by its unique features
and a preventive function against potential retrogression and deviation from the revolution’s original path.
This theory, a product of the Islamic intellectuals' effort, represents a landmark in the Islamic Revolution’s
discourse, marking a dynamic and enduring foundation that prevents the system from reverting to past
forms of tyranny and stagnation. A key element contributing to the continued resistance and success of
the Islamic regime, especially against a backdrop of diverse plots and challenges, is the thought leadership
and ideology of Ayatollah Khamenei, who has articulated a roadmap for the revolution's survival and
success. His profound guidance, particularly through his concept of the revolutionary system, has provided
an ideological compass that has kept the system firm in its path, despite external threats and internal
challenges (Hajianzaei, 2017).

Ayatollah Khamenei's revolutionary thought, outlined in his speeches and writings, offers an in-
depth explanation of the pillars, dimensions, and components of the revolutionary system. His definition
emphasizes the centrality of maintaining the revolutionary spirit, which involves an ongoing commitment
to the ideals of the revolution, resisting any form of complacency or stagnation. This revolutionary ethos
serves not only as an ideological framework but also as a strategic tool to sustain the revolution's
momentum. In his vision, the revolutionary system cannot afford to remain passive after establishing a
new political order; rather, it must constantly be invigorated by a forward-thinking, dynamic, and
proactive stance. Ayatollah Khamenei identifies the causes of disillusionment and setbacks during the
early years of the revolution, particularly the shift from revolutionary principles and the subsequent
neglect of the revolutionary movement's momentum, warning against such stagnation (Pourfazli, 2018).

In outlining the key features of the revolutionary spirit, Ayatollah Khamenei points to several
fundamental characteristics. The first is the central role of spirituality, which was a defining feature of
Imam Khomeini’s leadership and vision for the revolution. Imam Khomeini’s actions and stances revolved
around a deep commitment to God and divine purpose, grounding his political actions in the principle of
divine will and the belief that the forces of creation would align with those who sought to uphold divine
law. This spirit of spirituality and trust in divine support became the cornerstone of the revolution,
providing a moral and ethical foundation for the pursuit of justice, resistance against oppression, and the
defense of the marginalized and oppressed. Imam Khomeini’s version of Islam, described as a struggle
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for justice, equality, and the rights of the oppressed, resonates as the foundational ideology that continues
to guide the revolutionary system. Ayatollah Khamenei underscores the continuation of this vision,
emphasizing the unwavering commitment to the principles of justice, anti-imperialism, and the pursuit of
a just society as central to the Islamic Revolution’s enduring character (Hajianzaei, 2017).

The revolutionary spirit, as articulated by Ayatollah Khamenei, is not just an abstract concept but
is manifest in the concrete actions and behaviors of the individuals and organizations that make up the
revolutionary system. It is characterized by a boldness to confront challenges, a relentless pursuit of
progress, and the ability to overcome obstacles in the face of adversity. The revolutionary spirit, according
to Ayatollah Khamenei, demands that individuals and organizations act with courage, resilience, and
foresight, unperturbed by difficulties and challenges, and focused on realizing the ideals of the revolution.
This mindset has been crucial in maintaining the integrity of the Islamic system in the face of external
pressures and has contributed significantly to its longevity. It is this spirit of proactive engagement and
transformation that continues to fuel the revolution’s persistence, from the war era to the era of nation-
building. Ayatollah Khamenei stresses that the survival of the Islamic Republic hinges on the preservation
of this revolutionary spirit, particularly among the youth, who are the future custodians of the revolution.
His call to maintain this spirit in the face of ideological and external threats is essential to ensure the
nation’s defense and progress, especially against the efforts of adversaries seeking to erode the
revolutionary gains (Pourfazli, 2018).

The preservation and cultivation of this revolutionary spirit among the youth are seen as essential
to the continuity of the revolution. Ayatollah Khamenei firmly believes that the youth, with their idealism,
energy, and commitment, are the primary agents of revolutionary transformation. He warns against efforts
to weaken or neutralize this spirit through the promotion of apathy or indifference toward the revolution’s
goals. In his speeches, he emphasizes that fostering a revolutionary mindset among the youth is not only
crucial for the preservation of the Islamic Republic but also for its advancement. This spirit of innovation,
courage, and resistance against any form of compromise or submission to foreign influence is what will
ensure that the ideals of the Islamic Revolution continue to inspire future generations. Thus, Ayatollah
Khamenei calls for an ongoing commitment to the revolutionary principles, ensuring that the nation
remains steadfast in its pursuit of self-reliance, independence, and justice in the face of global challenges
(Jamshidi, 2019).

Ayatollah Khamenei’s vision for the revolutionary system is clear: it is a system that must remain
dynamic, ever-engaged in advancing its foundational goals, and impervious to the forces that seek to
undermine or deviate it. His emphasis on maintaining the revolutionary spirit as a central tenet of the
Islamic system is rooted in his belief that without it, the nation would lose its identity and purpose. He
identifies several characteristics of revolutionary action, including commitment to the core values of
Islam, a determination to achieve the lofty goals of the revolution, an unwavering commitment to national
independence, and a vigilance against external threats. These principles form the backbone of the
revolutionary ideology, providing a roadmap for the continued resilience and vitality of the Islamic
system. Thus, the revolutionary system, as envisioned by Ayatollah Khamenei, is a system that must be
continuously rejuvenated by the very spirit that brought it to life in the first place: the spirit of resistance,
renewal, and commitment to justice.
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