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The victory of the Islamic Revolution and its movement toward the
construction of a new civilization was an event that led to the collapse of a
governmental system that had economic and political dependence on Western
hegemony, particularly the policies of the United States, and its replacement
with the Islamic Republic, a system that upheld independence and freedom as
one of its core slogans. The Statement on the Second Step of the Revolution,
formulated and issued by the Supreme Leader, serves as a roadmap for progress
to sustain the trajectory of the Islamic Revolution and achieve the ideals of
Islam and the Revolution. This study aims to analyze and elucidate the role and
impact of the components of independence and freedom on the progress of the
Islamic Republic. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, it seeks to
answer the fundamental question: What effect do independence and freedom
have on the new Islamic civilization based on the Statement on the Second Step
of the Revolution? The findings indicate that social dynamism and vitality can
be fostered through the organization of the educational and ethical system, the
delineation of a native and Islamic model, the realization of academic
freedoms, the growth of knowledge, and the emphasis on creativity and
innovation, all of which stem from independence and freedom. These elements
can contribute to the Revolution’s success in achieving the new Islamic
civilization. This is because independence and freedom bestow dignity upon
individuals, and this sense of dignity enhances creativity and innovation within
society, ultimately guiding the community toward its supreme objective.
Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Statement on the Second Step of the Revolution,
New Islamic Civilization, Independence and Freedom, Progress
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran marked a historic shift in the political, social, and
cultural landscape of the nation, leading to the dismantling of a regime that was economically and
politically dependent on Western hegemony, particularly the policies of the United States. This
transformation resulted in the establishment of the Islamic Republic, a system that embraced independence
and freedom as its fundamental principles. The Statement on the Second Step of the Revolution, issued
by the Supreme Leader, serves as a roadmap for the continuation of this revolutionary movement,
emphasizing the necessity of achieving a new Islamic civilization rooted in these core values. The research
explores the impact of independence and freedom on the progress of the Islamic Republic, using a
descriptive-analytical approach to address the key question: How do independence and freedom contribute
to the realization of a new Islamic civilization as articulated in the Statement on the Second Step of the
Revolution? The findings suggest that the advancement of civilization is intricately linked to social
dynamism, educational restructuring, ethical frameworks, academic liberties, and an emphasis on
creativity and innovation—all of which stem from the principles of independence and freedom. These
elements collectively enhance the ability of the revolution to construct a robust and self-sustaining Islamic
civilization, as independence and freedom bestow dignity upon individuals, fostering an environment of
innovation and self-reliance that propels society toward its higher aspirations (Motahhari, 2006).

Independence and freedom are inseparable elements that collectively shape the trajectory of
civilizations. The Islamic Revolution, by asserting sovereignty and rejecting external domination, sought
to create a governance model that prioritizes these values. Independence, in this context, extends beyond
political sovereignty to include economic self-sufficiency, cultural autonomy, and intellectual
development (Nasri, 2008). Nations that have achieved and maintained true independence have
demonstrated resilience against external pressures and have successfully fostered environments conducive
to innovation and scientific advancement (Khorramshad, 2011). Historical analysis reveals that societies
that uphold independence while simultaneously nurturing intellectual and academic freedom experience
greater economic stability and cultural growth (Dehshiri, 2015). The Islamic approach to independence and
freedom aligns with the broader Quranic principles of self-reliance, justice, and human dignity, reinforcing
the idea that a nation must cultivate its internal capacities to establish a self-sustaining civilization
(Foucault, 2007). The Statement on the Second Step of the Revolution emphasizes that a strong and
independent civilization is built upon indigenous knowledge, scientific innovation, and a governance
structure that prioritizes ethical considerations over materialist pursuits (Durant, 1991). Unlike Western
models that often focus solely on economic growth, the Islamic civilization-building model integrates
spiritual and ethical values with technological and intellectual progress (Ya’qubi, 2008). This ensures that
independence and freedom are not mere slogans but practical realities that shape every dimension of
societal development (Khajeh Servi & Fathi, 2014).

Despite the significant strides made by the Islamic Republic in establishing a governance system
rooted in independence and freedom, various challenges persist. The persistent economic sanctions
imposed by Western powers, political isolation, and cultural imperialism continue to test the resilience of
the Iranian nation. Internally, the challenge of maintaining a balance between state authority and individual
freedoms remains an ongoing discourse. The Statement on the Second Step of the Revolution
acknowledges these obstacles and presents a strategic vision for overcoming them by promoting self-
reliance, strengthening social cohesion, and investing in youth empowerment. One of the most critical
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areas of focus for securing long-term independence is the development of technological and scientific
infrastructure. In the contemporary world, no nation can claim to be independent without a strong
foundation in knowledge production and technological innovation. The increasing dominance of global
digital platforms and the rise of artificial intelligence further necessitate a proactive approach to preserving
cultural integrity and ensuring technological self-sufficiency. By prioritizing domestic innovation and
fostering a culture of self-reliance, the Islamic Republic can solidify its position as a civilization that not
only resists external domination but also contributes meaningfully to global intellectual and cultural
discourse.

In conclusion, the principles of independence and freedom, as articulated in the Statement on the
Second Step of the Revolution, serve as the fundamental pillars for building a new Islamic civilization.
These principles, when effectively implemented, create the necessary conditions for intellectual growth,
economic resilience, and societal progress. Historical evidence suggests that civilizations that successfully
integrate these values into their governance and social structures experience sustained periods of
innovation, cultural flourishing, and economic stability. The challenges faced by the Islamic Republic
require a strategic and adaptive approach that reinforces these foundational values while addressing
contemporary complexities. The realization of this vision depends on a collective effort from
policymakers, scholars, and society as a whole. By fostering a culture of resilience, creativity, and ethical
governance, the Islamic Republic can continue its trajectory toward becoming a model of civilization that
harmonizes spiritual values with material advancement.
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