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The discourse analysis method is one of the qualitative methods in political studies,
employed to explain semantic systems that lead to the formation of a particular
understanding regarding the role of individuals or actors within society or the
international environment. The primary objective of employing this analytical method
is to examine the ways and mechanisms through which a semantic system and
discursive framework make a specific action or policy possible. To date, numerous
studies in the field of political science have been conducted using the discourse analysis
method. The main goal of this research is to apply discourse analysis to explain the
security policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in West Asia. Accordingly, the central
research question is: how can Iran's security policies in West Asia be explained through
the lens of discourse analysis? In response to this question, the hypothesis of the study
posits that the Islamic Republic of Iran has sought to define its security policies in the
West Asian region through the construction of a discursive articulation that transcends
political and geographical boundaries. This articulation, in turn, has led Iran to play a
more active role in the targeted region. The findings of the study indicate that the
central signifier of this discourse revolves around the cessation of meaning-making
with reference to the nodal point of liberating Jerusalem and the anti-Israeli stance,
viewing Israel as a usurping regime. The research methodology employed in this study
is descriptive-analytical, based on discourse analysis. Data collection has been carried
out through documentary and library methods, utilizing both accessible and credible
physical resources such as books and electronic resources, including academic books
and articles published in scholarly journals.

Keywords: Discourse analysis method, security, West Asia, Islamic Republic of Iran.



https://journalspsich.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-4278-054X
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-9465-6160
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-7189-5856
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Moradi et al. Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History: 4:1 (2025) 278-302

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In recent decades, the analysis of security policies has evolved significantly, particularly in
contexts where conventional military or realist paradigms fall short of explaining regional behaviors.
Among the tools adopted to fill this analytical gap is the discourse analysis method, which enables scholars
to uncover the semantic and ideological frameworks that underpin foreign policy decisions. This article
applies the discourse analysis method to examine the security policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the West Asian region. The study is rooted in the assumption that Iran’s security strategies transcend
classical geopolitical definitions and instead form a discursive system defined by moral, ideological, and
strategic narratives. This perspective stems from the broader academic consensus that policies, especially
in ideologically charged contexts like West Asia, are often informed by identity constructions, historical
antagonisms, and symbolic interpretations of threats and allies (Haghighat et al., 2013; Howarth et al., 2000).
Accordingly, the core research question posed is: how can Iran's security policy in West Asia be explained
through discourse analysis? The hypothesis suggests that Iran constructs a regional security discourse
centered on anti-Israeli sentiments and the liberation of Jerusalem as the master signifier, thereby
extending its concept of national security beyond territorial boundaries.

The methodology adopted for this research is qualitative and rooted in the discourse theory
advanced by Laclau and Mouffe, incorporating concepts such as nodal points, articulation, hegemony, and
antagonism. This theoretical foundation allows the study to move beyond conventional geopolitical
analysis and instead probe the discursive structures that shape Iran’s regional conduct. Discourse, in this
context, is understood as a structured totality of meaning-producing practices that construct identities,
legitimize actions, and define friend/enemy distinctions (Howarth et al., 2000; Laclau & Mouffe, 1985). The
discourse analysis method thus reveals how Iran positions itself as a liberator and protector of oppressed
Muslims, constructing Israel as the constitutive “other” against which its identity and policies are defined.
Furthermore, the study employs documentary and library-based data collection methods, using both
physical sources (such as books) and electronic resources (such as peer-reviewed journal articles).
Through this methodological lens, the study aims to identify the discursive mechanisms Iran utilizes to
legitimize its security engagements in countries such as Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Palestine, thereby
offering a comprehensive discursive mapping of Iran’s regional security architecture.

The research identifies several key moments of dislocation that have catalyzed shifts in the regional
discourse and empowered Iran's security narrative. These include the 1948, 1956, 1967, and 1973 Arab-
Israeli wars, the 1982 Sabra and Shatila massacre, the 2006 Hezbollah-Israel war, and Israel's repeated
attacks on Gaza. Each of these events contributed to delegitimizing the Israeli security discourse and
simultaneously bolstered Iran’s counter-discourse, positioning Tehran as the patron of resistance
movements. These events serve as “dislocations” in the Foucauldian sense, wherein the dominant
discourse fails to account for new realities, creating space for alternative discourses to emerge (Howarth et
al., 2000). The Islamic Republic of Iran capitalized on these moments by articulating a security narrative
centered on justice, resistance, and the defense of oppressed peoples, particularly Palestinians. This
narrative aligns closely with Iran’s post-revolutionary ideological foundations and has provided the state
with a moral lexicon through which to justify regional military and political interventions, as seen in its
support for Hezbollah and other proxy groups. The study argues that these discursive linkages represent a
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form of “floating signifier” articulation, wherein previously unaffiliated groups or identities are absorbed
into the Iranian discourse through shared antagonism toward Israel (Laclau, 1990).

The success of Iran’s security discourse, however, is not solely a function of ideological
articulation. The concepts of “accessibility” and “credibility” are also critical in explaining why this
discourse has gained traction in certain segments of the West Asian population (Laclau, 1990).
Accessibility refers to the discourse's ability to respond to existential crises or perceived threats in a
manner that resonates with its intended audience. For instance, Iran's discourse of regional resistance has
become increasingly appealing in contexts where U.S. military interventions and Israeli aggressions are
viewed as unjust or destabilizing. Credibility, on the other hand, pertains to the coherence between the
discourse’s symbolic claims and its practical actions. Iran’s active military and financial support for
resistance movements, coupled with its vocal opposition to Western imperialism, has enhanced the
perceived legitimacy of its discourse. Moreover, in the post-Arab Spring landscape, where traditional Arab
powers such as Egypt and Saudi Arabia have been seen as either complicit with Western agendas or too
unstable to assert influence, Iran’s consistent narrative of resistance has filled a strategic and ideological
vacuum (Ehteshami et al., 2017; Gaffar, 2015).

This research also critiques prior academic works that have engaged with Iran's regional policies
but have failed to adopt a discourse-analytical perspective. For instance, some studies employ structural
realism or classical geopolitics to explain Iran’s behavior in West Asia, focusing predominantly on
strategic calculus, military capacity, or alliance formation (Ghasemi & Faraji, 2018; Hassanpour & Torshizi
Bargouei, 2018). While these perspectives offer valuable insights into the material conditions of Iran’s
regional policies, they fall short of addressing the ideational and semantic dimensions that often shape
those policies. Others, like Gharayagh Zandi, attempt to analyze Iranian strategies such as “non-
provocative defense” within rationalist frameworks (Gharayagh Zandi, 2012). This article contends that
such approaches underestimate the role of normative and ideological structures in shaping foreign policy
decisions. In contrast, discourse analysis enables a more holistic understanding by uncovering the
symbolic power dynamics that inform strategic decisions. By anchoring its analysis in the theoretical
constructs of Laclau and Mouffe, this study fills a notable gap in the existing literature and provides a
more nuanced understanding of Iran’s security policies in the region.
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