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Good governance and the methods of achieving it have long been subjects of debate
and discussion among philosophers and political science scholars. Good governance,
characterized by indicators such as political stability and government effectiveness, is
among the most important issues addressed in political science over the past several
decades and is closely associated with other significant concepts, including human
security. Many revolutions throughout the world have occurred with the objective of
achieving good governance, including the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Through its
Islamic slogans, the Islamic Revolution of Iran proclaimed a commitment to advancing
toward Islamic good governance. This has led successive governments of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to adopt different approaches within the country’s political system in
an effort to realize the components of good governance to an increasing extent.
Accordingly, employing a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library-based
data, and applying the theoretical framework of good governance, the present study
seeks to answer the main research question: What relationship exists between
centralization and good governance in the Eleventh through Thirteenth
Administrations of the Islamic Republic of Iran? On this basis, the primary objective
of the present study is to comparatively examine the role of good governance in
political crisis management during the Rouhani and Raisi administrations. The
research hypothesis holds that, based on the indicators of good governance, political
crisis management during the Rouhani administration was primarily economic in
orientation and based on a combination of soft and hard control mechanisms, whereas
during the Raisi administration, it was primarily social in orientation and based on
hard-control mechanisms.

Keywords: Good governance, political stability, centralization, decentralization,
Twelfth and Thirteenth Administrations.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Good governance has emerged as one of the most influential concepts in contemporary political
science, political economy, public administration, and development studies, particularly because it
provides an analytical framework for evaluating the quality of state institutions, the effectiveness of public
policy, political stability, accountability, transparency, participation, and the relationship between
governments and citizens. Although the concept entered the development literature with particular force
through the work of the World Bank and other international institutions in the late twentieth century, its
normative implications extend well beyond the efficient management of economic and financial resources.
Good governance increasingly refers to the capacity of a political system to establish accountable
institutions, protect rights, provide public services effectively, manage conflict, maintain political
stability, ensure the rule of law, and respond to the material and non-material needs of citizens (Charlick,
1992; Landell-Mills & Serageldin, 1991; Nadeem, 2016). Within the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
however, the concept cannot be examined solely through its conventional international formulation,
because governance is also embedded in constitutional principles, Islamic political thought, religious
democracy, and the institutional structure of the Islamic Republic. Accordingly, the concept of desirable
Islamic governance may be understood as a model in which the principal indicators of good governance
are interpreted within an Islamic normative framework and linked to legitimacy, public participation,
governmental effectiveness, justice, and accountability (Zarei & Araei, 2021). From this perspective, the
political system is expected not only to maintain order and exercise authority, but also to enhance social
acceptance, responsiveness, and institutional effectiveness. The relationship between good governance
and human security is especially important because the quality of governance affects citizens’ economic,
political, social, personal, health, environmental, and food security, while weaknesses in public
institutions may intensify vulnerability across these dimensions (Darabnia, 2022; Rahami, 2016). The
present study therefore comparatively examines the role of good governance in political crisis
management during the administrations of Hassan Rouhani and Ebrahim Raisi, with particular attention
to political stability, governmental effectiveness, centralization and decentralization, foreign policy
orientation, and the multidimensional implications of governance for human security.

The theoretical framework of the study is constructed around the interaction among good
governance, centralization, decentralization, political stability, governmental efficiency, and human
security. Centralization refers to the concentration of political and administrative authority, decision-
making power, and responsibility within central state institutions, frequently located in the national
capital, whereas decentralization involves transferring or distributing responsibilities, authority, and
resources to lower levels of government, local institutions, civil organizations, or peripheral administrative
units (Asadi, 1992; Mousazadeh, 2008; Rondelli, 1984). Centralized systems may enhance uniformity and
state control, but excessive centralization may weaken institutional responsiveness, reduce the capacity of
local actors, slow administrative processes, and restrict public participation. By contrast, decentralization
can create greater opportunities for citizens to influence public decisions and can improve the
responsiveness of public institutions when authority and resources are meaningfully transferred to local
levels (Conyers, 1986; Vengroff & Salem, 1992). The theoretical relevance of this distinction is particularly
significant in Iran, where political authority, administrative structures, elected institutions, and local
governance mechanisms coexist within a complex institutional order. Previous research has shown that
the relationship between centralization and good governance directly influences accountability,



effectiveness, distribution of resources, citizen participation, and governmental legitimacy (Ghaffari &
Rostampour, 2021). The study also considers political stability and governmental effectiveness as two
central indicators of governance quality. Political stability requires more than the absence of violent
conflict; it also involves the ability of political institutions to manage social demands, peaceful elite
circulation, public dissatisfaction, and political participation without generating prolonged instability.
Governmental effectiveness, in turn, refers to the capacity of state institutions to implement policies
efficiently, provide services, reduce waste, manage resources, and achieve intended policy outcomes
(Makvandi, 2018; Zahedi Vafa, 2019). These governance indicators are connected to human security because
institutional weakness, economic instability, ineffective administration, and political exclusion can
generate insecurity even in the absence of conventional military threats. Thus, the study adopts a broad
conception of political crisis management in which political crises are understood not merely as acute
confrontations but also as outcomes of accumulated economic, social, institutional, and political pressures.

Methodologically, the research employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach based
on documentary, library-based, and archival sources. The analytical strategy is designed to compare how
the Eleventh and Twelfth Administrations under Hassan Rouhani and the Thirteenth Administration under
Ebrahim Raisi addressed major political, economic, social, and security challenges within the broader
framework of good governance. The study does not treat crisis management as a single administrative
function; rather, it examines how governance indicators shape the capacity of governments to anticipate,
absorb, respond to, and politically manage crises. Particular emphasis is placed on political stability,
government efficiency and effectiveness, administrative centralization, foreign policy, and the multiple
dimensions of human security. The Rouhani administration is examined in relation to its discourse of
moderation, citizenship rights, administrative reform, diplomatic engagement, the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, economic performance, social dissatisfaction, and the political consequences of sanctions
and domestic protests. Previous studies have identified both the reform-oriented dimensions of the
Rouhani administration’s governance agenda and the structural challenges that constrained its policy
capacity (Noudijeh, 2021; Samiei Esfahani, 2021). The Raisi administration is examined through its emphasis
on regional cooperation, neighborhood policy, the “Look to the East” orientation, participation in non-
Western multilateral institutions, and its approach to political and social security. The comparison also
considers the changing international environment, including intensified sanctions, Iran’s expanding
relationships with Russia and China, and its membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and
BRICS-related structures, all of which influenced the external environment of governance and crisis
management (Rahnejat, 2024; Zarrati, 2023). By integrating domestic and foreign-policy variables, the study
seeks to demonstrate that political crisis management cannot be assessed independently of the broader
institutional and geopolitical environment within which a government operates.

The findings regarding the Rouhani administration indicate that its governance approach was
strongly influenced by the pursuit of political moderation, diplomatic engagement, institutional reform,
and an effort to improve governmental effectiveness through administrative restructuring. During the
earlier years of the administration, political stability was relatively reinforced by a discourse centered on
moderation and by expectations that diplomatic engagement and the nuclear agreement would reduce
international pressure and improve economic conditions. The administration also attempted to strengthen
aspects of administrative governance through the revival and reorganization of planning and
administrative institutions and through reform programs intended to reduce bureaucratic inefficiency and



improve public administration (Safarian, 2019). At the same time, the government encountered serious
constraints arising from economic volatility, inflation, sanctions, institutional fragmentation, and the
concentration of decision-making authority. These conditions weakened governmental effectiveness and
contributed to a growing gap between policy expectations and actual outcomes (Noudijeh, 2021; Taheri,
2019). The withdrawal of the United States from the nuclear agreement and the subsequent reimposition
of sanctions further undermined economic stability and intensified pressures on household welfare,
employment, prices, and social confidence. As economic insecurity increased, political discontent became
more visible, particularly in the protests of 2017, 2019, and subsequent years. These events demonstrated
the close relationship among economic crisis, governmental effectiveness, and political stability (Sadeghi,
2021; Shabafrouz, 2023). From a human security perspective, the Rouhani government achieved some
advances in health policy, environmental policy, access to information, citizenship rights, and social
welfare, yet these achievements were increasingly overshadowed by economic pressures and declining
purchasing power. Research on the administration’s security approach suggests that the government
attempted to manage insecurity through a combination of political, social, economic, and diplomatic
instruments rather than relying exclusively on coercive measures (Samiei Esfahani, 2021). Accordingly,
political crisis management during the Rouhani period may be characterized as relatively mixed in
orientation, combining soft mechanisms such as negotiation, social accommodation, diplomatic
engagement, institutional reform, and public-policy intervention with harder security responses when
political unrest intensified.

The findings concerning the Raisi administration reveal a different configuration of governance
and crisis management. The Thirteenth Administration entered office under conditions of reduced
electoral participation, continuing economic difficulties, social dissatisfaction, international sanctions, and
lingering consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. Its foreign-policy orientation gave greater priority to
regional cooperation, neighborhood diplomacy, stronger relations with non-Western powers, and
participation in emerging multilateral institutions. This approach reflected a broader effort to reduce
dependence on Western diplomatic channels and to improve Iran’s geopolitical room for maneuver
through expanded relations with China, Russia, Asian states, and regional organizations (Rahnejat, 2024;
Zarrati, 2023). The administration’s international strategy can therefore be interpreted as an attempt to
reinforce state resilience through economic and political diversification. At the domestic level, however,
political and social crisis management became more closely associated with the maintenance of order,
institutional authority, and security. Compared with the Rouhani administration, the Raisi government
placed relatively less emphasis on political accommodation with dissenting groups and greater emphasis
on maintaining political stability through centralized institutional responses. This difference is important
within the framework of good governance because political stability achieved predominantly through
administrative and security control may not necessarily produce stronger accountability, public trust, or
long-term social legitimacy. At the same time, assessments of the Thirteenth Administration’s governance
indicate efforts to improve institutional effectiveness and enhance Iran’s standing in selected governance
and international influence indicators (Rahnejat, 2024). The comparative findings therefore suggest that the
two administrations employed different crisis-management logics. The Rouhani administration relied
more heavily on economic policy, diplomacy, negotiation, and a combination of soft and hard control
mechanisms, whereas the Raisi administration’s approach was more strongly oriented toward social and
political control, central coordination, regional diplomacy, and hard mechanisms of crisis containment.



These differences were not simply the result of individual presidential preferences; they were also shaped
by changing domestic conditions, institutional constraints, social pressures, sanctions, and transformations
in the international system.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis demonstrates that the quality of political crisis
management in Iran is closely connected to the broader structure of governance and cannot be reduced to
short-term security measures or the decisions of individual administrations. Good governance provides
the institutional environment in which political stability, effectiveness, public trust, economic security,
social cohesion, accountability, and participation can either be strengthened or weakened. The Rouhani
and Raisi administrations faced distinct political and international environments and therefore adopted
different combinations of instruments for managing political crises. The Rouhani administration was
characterized by stronger reliance on diplomacy, economic management, political moderation,
administrative reform, and mixed soft-hard mechanisms, while the Raisi administration placed greater
emphasis on regional and Eastern-oriented diplomacy, centralized authority, social order, and
comparatively harder mechanisms of political control. The study further indicates that political stability
cannot be sustained merely by suppressing the visible manifestations of crisis; it depends on the capacity
of government to address the economic, social, political, and institutional conditions that generate
insecurity and dissatisfaction. Similarly, governmental effectiveness requires more than administrative
expansion or centralized decision-making and must include responsiveness, efficiency, transparency,
policy consistency, and meaningful citizen participation. From this perspective, sustainable political crisis
management requires a balanced model in which state authority is combined with institutional
accountability, economic resilience, social inclusion, and mechanisms for peaceful political participation.
The comparative experience of the two administrations suggests that the long-term improvement of
governance in Iran depends on strengthening institutions capable of managing disagreement, reducing
socioeconomic vulnerability, improving policy effectiveness, maintaining constructive external relations,
and protecting the multiple dimensions of human security. A governance model that integrates these
elements is more likely to transform political crises from destabilizing events into manageable institutional
challenges and to contribute to sustainable political stability and public confidence.
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