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The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries constituted a major period of intellectual, social,
and cultural transformation in Iran and Turkestan. During this period, expanding contact with
the modern world, political and colonial pressures, the weakness of traditional institutions, the
development of modern education, and the rise of print culture created important conditions for
the emergence of new intellectual movements. Using a descriptive-analytical and comparative
approach, this study examines the historical, institutional, and intellectual foundations of
intellectualism in Constitutional-era Iran and Jadid-era Turkestan, with particular emphasis on
the role of literature in social awakening. The findings indicate that, in Iran, modernization
initially emerged through state-led reforms, the expansion of modern education, and institutions
such as Dar al-Fonun, and gradually developed into a discourse centered on constitutionalism,
the rule of law, and the limitation of political authority. In Turkestan, by contrast, Russian
domination and limited access to political power encouraged Jadid intellectuals to prioritize
educational reform, the transformation of traditional schools, the establishment of new-method
schools, the development of the press, and the reconstruction of cultural identity. Despite these
different trajectories, education, journalism, language, and literature became major mechanisms
for disseminating reformist ideas in both societies. Literary forms such as drama, travel writing,
satire, didactic prose, and fiction played a central role in translating abstract concepts such as
modernity, law, education, and identity into socially accessible forms. Overall, literature in both
Iran and Turkestan functioned not merely as a reflection of social transformation, but as an active
force in producing public awareness, criticizing existing structures, and shaping new forms of
intellectual consciousness.

Keywords: Awakening Literature, Social Awakening, Intellectualism, Constitutional Era,
Jadidism, Turkestan, Modern Education, Comparative Literature



https://journalspsich.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-5821-1472
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2514-1232
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries constituted a decisive period in the intellectual,
social, and literary transformation of many Muslim societies. During this period, military defeats, colonial
expansion, political instability, the growing influence of European powers, the diffusion of modern
sciences, the emergence of new educational institutions, and the expansion of printing and journalism
forced intellectual elites to reconsider prevailing structures of knowledge, governance, education, and
social organization. Iran and Turkestan represent two particularly significant cases within this broader
process because both regions experienced a profound crisis of traditional institutions while simultaneously
encountering modernity through different political and geopolitical conditions. In Iran, the Qajar state
retained formal political sovereignty, even though it faced considerable Russian and British pressure, and
this relative independence allowed reformist ideas gradually to move from administrative modernization
toward criticism of absolutism and demands for constitutional government. The establishment of Dar al-
Fonun and the expansion of modern education played an important role in creating a new generation of
educated officials, translators, and intellectuals who became familiar with modern sciences and political
concepts (Gurney & Nabavi, 1993). The intellectual consequences of this process eventually became closely
connected with the Constitutional Revolution, during which ideas such as law, representation, justice, and
limitation of royal authority entered the center of public discourse (Amanat, 1992). The Iranian reform
movement was therefore not merely an imitation of European political thought, but rather a historically
situated response to administrative weakness, political despotism, and the perceived decline of the country
(Amanat, 1997). In Turkestan, however, the political context was fundamentally different. Russian imperial
domination and the decline or subordination of local political structures severely restricted the possibility
of direct governmental reform. As a result, reformist intellectuals concentrated on education, cultural
renewal, language, journalism, and social reconstruction. The Jadid movement thus emerged primarily as
an educational and cultural project, although it later developed increasingly political dimensions (Khalid,
1999). This comparative study examines these parallel but distinct trajectories in order to explain how
intellectualism emerged in Iran during the Constitutional era and in Turkestan during the Jadid movement,
and how literature became an active instrument in the formation and dissemination of social awakening.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach and focuses on the
historical, institutional, intellectual, and literary foundations of social awakening in Iran and Turkestan.
Rather than assuming direct equivalence between the two cases, the analysis identifies structural
similarities and historically specific differences in the mechanisms through which reformist thought
entered public life. Particular attention is given to educational institutions, print culture, language reform,
travel writing, literary genres, and the relationship between intellectuals and political authority. In the
Iranian context, the creation of Dar al-Fonun represented one of the earliest institutional efforts to
introduce modern sciences and technical knowledge into the country, and its importance extended far
beyond professional training because it contributed to the development of new intellectual vocabularies
and modes of thought (Haghighat, 2007). Modern education gradually became a central concern for Iranian
reformers who believed that political and social reconstruction required changes in the system of
knowledge itself (Haghdar, 2007). Writers such as Abd al-Rahim Talebof combined educational discourse
with social criticism and rational argumentation, thereby helping to transform didactic prose into a vehicle
for modern intellectual formation (Masroori, 2014). In Turkestan, the institutional center of reform was not
a state-sponsored college but the network of new-method schools that challenged traditional pedagogical



practices. These schools introduced more systematic methods of literacy instruction and expanded
curricula to include subjects such as geography, history, arithmetic, and modern sciences (Dolimov, 2006).
The pedagogical influence of Ismail Gasprinsky and the reform of Turkish-language teaching provided
important models for these developments (Tiirkyilmaz, 2024). Education was therefore understood not
simply as the acquisition of literacy but as a means of reconstructing society from below. Jadid
intellectuals viewed the school as the primary institution through which a disciplined, knowledgeable,
socially responsible, and historically conscious generation could be created, and this pedagogical
orientation became a major foundation of their broader cultural and national program (Hamrakulova, 2025).

The comparative findings indicate that the central difference between the Iranian and Turkestani
patterns of intellectual awakening lay in the relationship between reform and political power. In Iran, early
modernization was initiated largely from within the state apparatus, and educational and administrative
reforms eventually generated social and intellectual forces that moved beyond the original intentions of
state reformers. As dissatisfaction with absolutism intensified, the reformist discourse increasingly
focused on political institutions, constitutionalism, law, and popular representation. The Constitutional
Revolution thus transformed earlier debates about administrative efficiency and education into a wider
struggle over the legitimacy and limits of political authority (Kasravi, 1999). Literature and journalism
participated directly in this transformation by introducing political concepts into everyday language and
creating a broader public capable of responding to debates over government and social order (Soroudi,
1992). In Turkestan, by contrast, reform initially developed outside effective political authority. Because
local intellectuals lacked meaningful control over the colonial state, they concentrated on areas in which
intervention remained possible, especially schooling, publishing, cultural associations, and linguistic
reform. The Jadids understood ignorance and educational stagnation as central causes of social weakness
and therefore treated cultural reconstruction as a prerequisite for political empowerment (Khalid, 1999).
Over time, however, educational and cultural activism produced a more explicitly political consciousness.
The revolutionary transformations of 1905 and especially 1917 created opportunities for Jadid
intellectuals to articulate programs of political representation, autonomy, and national organization
(Komatsu, 1994). The evolution of the Turkestani movement from cultural reform toward political
engagement demonstrates that education and literature were not politically neutral domains; rather, they
created the intellectual and institutional resources through which political claims later became possible.
Recent interpretations of the Jadid movement likewise emphasize that the development of national ideas
in Turkestan emerged through the interaction of cultural revival, educational reform, and changing
political opportunities (Abdirashidov, 2024).

A major finding of the study concerns the centrality of language and literary form in both
movements. In Iran, Persian already functioned as the dominant language of administration and literary
culture, but the social transformation of the Constitutional period required substantial changes in style,
audience, and communicative purpose. Prose gradually moved away from highly ornate and elite forms
toward simpler, more direct, and socially accessible modes of expression. The emergence of new Persian
fiction reflected this transition from traditional literary conventions toward narratives increasingly
concerned with social reality, individual experience, and historical change (Yusofi, 2000). The broader
development of the Persian novel also demonstrates how travel writing, translation, journalistic prose, and
social criticism contributed to the gradual formation of modern narrative forms (Balay, 2007). In Turkestan,
linguistic reform was more complex because intellectual life operated within a multilingual environment



shaped by Persian-Tajik and Turkic literary traditions. Persian remained an important language of
scholarship and reformist discourse, particularly in Bukhara and Samarkand, while the modernization of
Turkic and later Uzbek forms became essential to the expansion of mass education. Abd al-Rauf Fitrat
exemplifies this multilingual intellectual environment. His early Persian writings employed dialogue,
debate, and travel narrative to criticize the educational, social, and political stagnation of Bukhara (Borjian,
1999). The dramatic and dialogic qualities of Fitrat’s prose enabled abstract reformist concepts to be
presented through recognizable social situations and competing viewpoints (Khodayar et al., 2013). His use
of the fictional traveler was especially important because it created an external perspective from which
familiar institutions could appear historically backward and therefore open to criticism (Laskin, 2022). At
the same time, writers such as Abdullah Avloniy contributed to the development of a modern educational
literature in Turkic, linking ethics with discipline, social responsibility, knowledge, and collective
progress (Avloniy, 2024). Thus, in both Iran and Turkestan, linguistic modernization was inseparable from
social awakening because the reform of society required the creation of languages capable of addressing
new publics.

The study further demonstrates that literature functioned not as a passive reflection of social
transformation but as one of its active mechanisms. Drama, travel writing, satire, didactic prose,
journalism, and later fiction allowed intellectuals to translate abstract concepts into recognizable human
situations and thereby broaden the social reach of reformist discourse. In Iran, Constitutional literature
increasingly addressed tyranny, corruption, ignorance, inequality, and the absence of law, while satire and
journalistic prose helped dismantle the authority of formal and courtly modes of expression (Soroudi,
1992). Authors sought to transform readers from passive recipients of traditional knowledge into
individuals capable of evaluating political and social institutions. The same pedagogical function can be
observed in the writings of Talebof, whose dialogic and rationalist approach integrated scientific
instruction with a broader ethic of critical inquiry (Masroori, 2014). In Turkestan, literature initially placed
greater emphasis on educational backwardness, superstition, moral discipline, and social responsibility,
reflecting the movement’s prioritization of cultural reconstruction. Jadid literature repeatedly presented
ignorance as a collective danger and education as the foundation of social survival (Hamrakulova, 2025).
The new educational literature produced by Jadid intellectuals sought to reshape not only the knowledge
of the child but also the moral and civic identity of the future adult. The role of print and journalism was
equally important because periodicals linked local reformers to broader intellectual networks extending
through the Caucasus, Ottoman lands, Afghanistan, Iran, and other Muslim regions. Persian-language
intellectual exchange also continued across these geographic boundaries, and the evolution of social and
political themes in Persian-Dari literature formed part of this wider communicative environment (Naderi,
2007). Afghanistan similarly participated in these broader networks of Persian-language political and
cultural circulation (Farhang, 1992). In both cases, therefore, literature and print culture created a new kind
of public sphere in which social problems could be named, compared, criticized, and reimagined.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of Constitutional Iran and Jadid Turkestan demonstrates
that social awakening in the Muslim world did not follow a single linear model. Both societies confronted
the pressures of modernity, foreign domination, institutional weakness, and educational stagnation, yet
they developed different reformist trajectories according to their political and historical circumstances.
Iran moved from state-centered modernization toward constitutionalism, legal reform, and direct criticism
of political authority, whereas Turkestan moved from educational and cultural reconstruction toward



increasingly explicit national and political aspirations. Despite this difference, education, print culture,
language, and literature played structurally similar roles in both contexts by transforming elite reformist
ideas into wider forms of social consciousness. Literature was especially significant because it provided a
flexible medium through which abstract concerns could be translated into stories, debates, dramatic
conflicts, satire, moral instruction, and images of everyday life. The transformation of literary language
also changed the relationship between the writer and the public: the author increasingly appeared as a
social critic, educator, and interpreter of collective crisis, while the reader was gradually imagined as an
active member of society rather than a passive consumer of literary refinement. The comparison therefore
suggests that the rise of modern intellectualism in Iran and Turkestan should be understood through the
interaction of political structures, educational reform, linguistic change, print networks, and literary
production. Although the Iranian and Turkestani experiences differed in their immediate priorities and
institutional points of departure, both ultimately demonstrate that literature can become an important
historical force when it connects intellectual critique with the everyday concerns, anxieties, and aspirations
of society.
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